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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRCIT OF PENNSYLVANIA

ROCK CHURCH OF EASTON,
CHURCH REDEVELOPMENT , :
CORPORATION : EMERGENCY MOTION FOR

Plaintiffs, : TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER
VS, :

NO.

CITY OF EASTON,
BUREAU OF CODES AND
INSPECTIONS

Defendant.

PARTIES IN DIPSUTE

1. Plaintiff, Rock Church of Easton (hereafter "Church"), is a non-profit religious
institution organized under the laws of Pennsylvania, with its principal place of business at 5th
and Church Street, Easton Pennsylvania 18042,

2, Plaintiff, Church Redevelopment Corporation (hereafter "CRC"), is a non-profit
subsidiary corporation of Church organized and existing under the law of Pennsylvania, with its
principal place of business at 5th and Church Street, Easton Pennsylvania 18042.

3. Defendant, City of Easton (hereinafter “City™), is a municipal corporation with a
business address at One South Third Street, Easton Pennsylvania 18042.

4, Defendant, Bureau of Codes and Inspections (hereafter "Code"), is a subdivision
of the City tasked with enforcing the property maintenance codes adopted by the City, with its
principal place of business at One South Third Street, Easton Pennsylvania 18042,

5. CRC owns the property located at 505/507 Northampton Street (hereafter
"Property"), along with numerous other properties on North 5th and North 6th Street in Easton
Pennsylvania.

EMERGENCY MOTION FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER AND/OR
PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

NOW COMES the Plaintiffs, Rock Church of Easton and Church Redevelopment
Corporation, by and through their attorney, Kevin S. Santos, Esq., and respectfully moves this
Court pursuant to Fed R. Civ. P. 65(b) for a temporary restraining order and/or preliminary

injunction restraining and enjoining Defendants and all persohs acting at Defendant's direction,
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including its officers, agents, servants and employees, from enforcing the local code and property
management ordinances, including BOCA National Existing Structures Code / 1987 as adopted
by the City. Plaintiff also requests that the temporary restraining order remain in effect until such
a time as the Court dissolves it or grants Plaintiff's motion for preliminary injunction or other
requested relief. Because pending litigation will be brought to vindicate, in part, Plaintiffs' First
~ and Fourteenth Amendment Rights, Plaintiff further requests that any bond requirement be

waived. See, Gilmore v. Wells Fargo Bank N.A., 2014 WL 379984, at *6 (N.D. Cal July 29,

2014)("[A] court ... has the discretion to waive the bond requirement if there is a high probability
of success that equity compels waiving the bond, the balance of the equities overwhelmingly
favor the movant, it appears unlikely that the defendant will suffer any harm as a result of the
preliminary injunction, or the requirement of a bond would negatively impact the movants'
constitutional rights"). Nonetheless, Plaintiff is willing to post a reasonable bond in the amount
of $1,000.00

This case merits expedited consideration. The Church is a religious institution with
longstanding ties to the Easton community, with property acquisition and renovation, through
CRC as the designated property manager, as a core part of its religious mission of community
development and restoration to provide people in need with help and families in distress with
security and hope in a close knit community of Church mermbers as leasehold tenants. Beginning
on about the year 1979 forward Plaintiffs purchased 20 properties solely through member
donations and renovated 16 properties solely through member donations and member
construction efforts. At no time were any public funds or resources used. As more fully averred
and demonstrated in the attached Affidavit and supporting Exhibits (as permitted by Fed R. Civ.

P. 65(b)(1)(A)), Defendants have continuously and relentlessly engaged in ultavires activity
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under color of code enforcement to obstruct, impede and otherwise cause injury to Church,
specifically regarding the Property located at 505/507 Northampton Street.

Application of the BOCA Code, and local code and property management ordinances by
Defendants will imminently and irreparably harm Plaintiffs not only by depriving them of their
fundamental rights to 1st Amendment free exercise of religion, 4th and 14th Amendment
substantive due process, but such application will permit City to engage in conduct in violation
of, in part, 42 USC 1983 / 1985 / 1986, Civil Conspiracy, Takings Clause, The Religious Land
Use and Institutionalized Persons Act (42 USC 2000) and Pennsylvania's Religious Ireedom
Protection Act; and also subject Plaintiffs to imminent confiscation of Property and criminal
sanctions by City. Not only will this loss be irreparable, so too would be the loss to the current
tenants of Property who would be forcibly ejected during the winter season. A temporary
restraining order is urgently needed to prevent these irreparable injuries and to maintain the
status quo while the Court considers the weighty constitutional and civil matters presented in this
case.

Plaintiffs therefore respectfully request that the Court issue a temporary restraining order
prohibiting Defendants from engaging in code enforcement as applied to them, with respect to all
propertics owned by the Church and CRC. Only an order from this Court will forestall the
immediate, irreparable, and irreversible harm posed to Plaintiff's as a religious institution free
from unreasonable interference by the state. Even one day without such an order will subject
Plaintiffs to loss of Property, criminal sanctions and thousands of dollars in fines from which
they will never recover. In short, Plaintiffs cannot wait for a preliminary injunction to issue.

They respectfully request that the Court resolve this motion as soon as possible.



Case 5:15-cv-05318-LS Document 1 Filed 09/24/15 Page 4 of 96

Respectfully submitted this 23th day of October, 20135.

BY: /s/Kevin S. Santos, Sr., Esq.
Santos Law Group, pc
Kevin S. Santos, Sr., Esq.
Atty. LD. #: 94765
137 N. 5th Street
Allentown, PA 18102
(610) 432-7200
Attorney for Plaintiffs




Case 5:15-cv-05318-LS Document 1 Filed 09/24/15 Page 5 of 96

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRCIT OF PENNSYLVANIA

ROCK CHURCH OF EASTON, : PLAINTIFFS'
CHURCH REDEVELOPMENT , : AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF
CORPORATION : EMERGENCY MOTION FOR
Plaintiffs, : TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER
vs. :
NO.
CITY OF EASTON,

BUREAU OF CODES AND

INSPECTIONS

Defendants,

NOW COMES Plaintiffs, Rock Church of Easton and Church Redevelopment Corporation by
and through its attorney, Kevin S. Santos, Sr., Esq., and respectfully avers as follows:

1.

On or about 12/3/1993 the City issued a demolition permit for the building at 509-511
Northampton Street, which immediately adjoined Plaintiff/fCRCs Property at 505-507
Northampton Street. (See Exhibit A)

The named applicant for the 509-511 demolition permit was Michael Jabbour (hereafter
"Applicant™).

Said permit required Applicant to "repair, at his own expense and in a manner
satisfactory to the Building Inspector, any damage thereto caused by his operation.” See,
Exhibit A.

Said Permit also required the demolition contractor to "shore, brace, underpin, secure,
and protect as may be necessary all foundations and other parts of structures to remain on
the project.” See, Exhibit A.

Said permit requires Applicant to restore any exposed surfaces." See, Exhibit A.

Said permit requires a final demolition inspection by Defendant - Bureau of Codes and
Inspections. See, Exhibit A.

To date, demolition on said property on 509-511 remains incomplete leaving part of the
wall of the aforesaid property standing against the west wall of 507-511 Northampton
Street.

To date, all exposed surfaces remain unrestored and unsecured and the City has yet to
complete a final demolition inspection as required by the permit and local ordinance.

On March 11, 1994 the City sent CRC notice, with photos of the remaining portion of the
509-511 wall, demanding that CRC make "immediate repairs ... to stabilize and secure
the sections of the wall that is in danger of collapse." See, Exhibit B.
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On March 14, 1994, an internal memo was drafted by then Assistant City Engineer,
Thomas Castonouva to then Chief Code Administrator, Paul Singly that the south west
corer of the 505-507 Northampton street was separating because of the removal of the
509-511 building which, exposed "the west elevation of 507 Northampton Street." See,
Exhibit C.

The 3/14/1994 letter goes on the say that "corrective action should be taken to secure this
southwest corner. See, Exhibit C,

Since this date, the City has continued to demand Plaintiffs to take possession of said
exposed areas and remaining structure and secure, brace, repair and restore said wall
remaining on the 509-511 property.

City has continnously and aggressively filed numerous code violations against Plaintiffs
arising from said wall, claiming that responsibility belongs with Plaintiffs

notwithstanding the above.

Plaintiffs have made numerous and costly efforts to amicably resolve the matter with the

‘City, including acquisition of a certified land survey by AASA Land Surveyors on

7/1/2013, at their own cost. See, Exhibit D.

Said land survey clearly shows that not only the reaming portion of the undemolished
wall sits squarely in the lot on 509-511 Northampton Street but that portions of the 505-
507 building likewise sit on the 509-511 property.

Said survey was forwarded to Defendants immediately upon receipt by Plaintiffs.

City, through then Director of planning and codes Becky Bradley, dismissed said plot
survey stating that it "failed to note landmarks by which to measure the lot boundartes."
See, Exhibit E.

Becky Bradley has no professional credentials sufficient to make an expert opinion
regarding the professional certifications of the land surveyor's rendering.

September 6, 2011 the City forwarded a letter to CRC demanding them to remove the
brickcote facade from the 505-507 building "no later than September 25, 2011. See,
Exhibit F.

One week prior to the September 25, 2011 deadline City Code officers gave CRC
construction crew a verbal stop work order, telling Pastor Chris that they - the City -
should not have given the removal order because the Historical District Commission had
not approved the removal of the brickcote.

On October 18, 2011, the Urban League of Philadelphia - who was hired by the city as a
consultant for 500 block of Northampton street development - acknowledged the
successful efforts of the Church's social outreach and advocated that the city should work
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with the Church in partnership restore the remaining properties on Northampton Street.
See, Exhibit G.

22.In 2012, the Mayor told undersigned counsel, at a closed door session with City Solicitor
William Murphy and other City representatives that the reason the brickcote facade on
505-507 was coming off was because the building was shifting and CRC needed to put it
all back on at their own cost.

23. At said meeting, at the behest of Plaintiffs, undersigned counsel offered to sell Property
to the City and/or enter a partnership to restore the exterior 505-507, including dealing
with the remaining portion of the undemolished wall on 509-511, to which Mayor Panto
refused both offers by Plaintiffs.

24. Plaintiffs' Property has suffered significant and continuous damage, notwithstanding their
ongoing efforts to secure the remaining portion of the 509-511 wall from pulling away
from the 505-507 building and comply with the City's disjointed and unlawful
enforcement practices. See, Exhibit H.;

25. Moreover, the City's failure to appropriately enforce the requirements of the demolition
ordinance and disjointed demands regarding the facade has caused the very damage for
which the city has been and continues to predatorily execute code violations against
Plaintiffs regarding 505-507 Northampton Street. See, Exhibit 1.

26.0n July 29, 2015 Defendants forwarded a broad and ambiguous code audit violation
notice demanding in part that Plaintiffs "repair or replace and maintain all exterior
surfaces". See, Exhibit J.

27. City demands that Plaintiffs trespass on the adjoining property and engage construction /
demolition of the remaining portion of the 509-511 building wall.

28. On August 31, 2015, the City forwarded notice of inspection for September 17, 2015.
See, Exhibit K.

29. Said inspection was extended to September 24, 2015 the next day due to court hearing
conflict by undersigned counsel.

30. On September 11, 2015, Plaintiffs, through undersigned counsel, filed a code violation
complaint with City requesting that the demolition inspection be completed and the terms
of the underlying demolition permit be executed as ordered in 1993. See, Exhibit L.

31. On September 14, 2015, in retaliation to the above code violation complaint, Defendants
filed fourteen (14) criminal citations against the Rock Church of Easton and thirteen (13)
criminal citations against CRC for code violations without ever completing said code
inspection scheduled for September 24, 2013.

a. Each citation was marked by the City Code Administrator with a $1,000 fine
totally $27,000 in the aggregate;
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b. Said fines were struck out by Magistrate Griffo as being outside the authority of
the City.

c. Said citations were filed prior to the ordered code inspection of September 17,
2015.

32.0n or about September 9, 2015, Mayor Panto held a re-election campaign press

conference at the State Theater where he announced his focused intent to cite the Church
and CRC ecvery week and that City Administrator Glenn Steckman had already
appraised Church and CRC properties for seizure by the City, which would effectively
shut both the Church and CRC down, later including a personal Facebook post stating,
"watch the news about the Rock." See, Exhibit M.

a. The Mayor also acknowledged that the Church was the sole focus of his efforts.

b. The Mayor also called the Property at 505-507 a "train-wreck'".

33. According to certain reporters requesting interviews immediately following the press
conference, the Mayor also stated that the Church has provided no benefit to the
community for over twenty (20) years. See, Exhibit M.

34. Said statements by the Mayor express the general discriminatory sentiment of the City
administration and code enforcement officials against the Church / CRC as a religious
institution:

a. On or about 2009, Becky Bradley denied CRC access to any facade grants stating
to undersigned counsel that "there may be prayers going on in those buildings."

b. On or about 2012, Becky Bradley publicly stated during a code inspection of the
Property, "we don't want these people in our community. ™"

c. Immediately prior to every single code audit notice, the Church, through
undersigned counsel or directly to the Church office, receives calls, facsimiles and
other private cell phone communications from land developers and their agents
stating that they received information from the City that the Church was in
distress and that if the Church were to sell or transfer ownership of certain
properties (i.e. 501 - 507 Northampton Street and 10 North 5th Street) to said
parties, "it would get the city off your back."

d. On August 8, 2011, Mayor Panto publicly stated before the Historic District
Commission meeting that the Church should be selling its buildings like the other
religious institutions in the area. See, Exhibit N, (beginning at § 25).

e. On or about 2013 the City challenged the tax exempt status of the Church's
parking lot, youth house and student residence; Mr. Glenn Steckman, the City
Administrator in patticular, testified before the county tax appeals board that he
"never sec any cars in the Church parking lot during the week when [he walks] to
work" and therefore it nor the other buildings were being used for church refated
purposes. The Board dismissed the City's challenge.

! Created by the City's disjointed and unlawful code enforcement practices as overwhelmingly evidenced by this
Affidavit and supports Exhibits.

% Her outburst was so egregious that it required City Solicitor William Murphy to intervene and dismiss Ms. Bradley
from the inspection at the Property, telling her to go back to her office.
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35. Late in the afternoon of September 23, 2015, undersigned counsel received a telephone
call from District Magistrate Griffo's office claiming that they just received additional
criminal citations from the City, dated September 15, 2015 with respect to the Property at
505-507 Northampton Street, again, notwithstanding that the code inspection date is set
for September 24, 2015.

36. Undersigned counsel immediately called the City Solicitor, William Murphy who stated
that he had no idea that the City had filed any citations against Plaintiffs but would "make
some phone calls";

37. Undersigned counsel gave City Solicitor Murphy verbal notice that he had no choice but
to proceed with a protective civil action.

38. Moreover, on September 8, 2015, undersigned counsel forwarded formal Notice of
Claim, pursuant to the Federal Tort Claims Act and 42 Pa.C.S.A. 5522 to the City. See,
Exhibit O.

39. The city is engaging in predatory and confiscatory code enforcement practices under
color of law and in bad faith for the direct purpose of causing permanent and irreparable
injury to Plaintiffs -a religious institution - including confiscation of Church / CRC
properties to stop (and bankrupt) the Church from continuing its religious mission to the
underprivileged in the Easton community and, upon information and belief, to induce
forcible transfer of Church property to certain and various land developers inside and
outside of Pennsylvania.

40.1t is beyond dispute “that the deprivation of constitutional rights ‘unquestionably
constitutes irreparable injury.”” Melendres v. Arpaio, 695 F.3d 990, 1002 (9th Cir. 2012)
(quoting Elrod, 427 U.S. at 373). Likewise, Plaintiffs' loss of Property, finance and due
process either because they arc not able to freely exercise their religious mission or
because the City has financially ruined them through onerous fines, cannot be restored
through money damages. Plaintiffs have thus amply established that the code
enforcement by the City causes them irreparable harm.

41, Numerous non-religious properties exist throughout the City that are in much worse
condition than the Property at 505-307, including the property across from the
Northampton County Courthouse that has a tree growing through it, that the City has not
pursued with anything close to the manner they are pursuing Plaintiffs.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs request this Honorable Court enter a Temporary Restraining Order, or
in the alternative, a Preliminary Injunction, against Defendants so as to maintain the status quo
until such a time as this matter is fully considered and adjudicated on its merits.

/sfKevin S. Santos. Sr., Esqg.
Kevin S. Santos, Sr., Esq.
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EXHIBIT A
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i

CITY OF EASTON - APPICATION FOR DENOLITION PERMIT
pares NGV 30,993
sop apprEss: S0 - 5| /\!n(vl-\ﬂ&mp“t()ﬂ b _Easdon PA 18072
owner: Me. Michae | Tl anpress: 1N Y154 PHONE: D56 sl
conTRACTOR : Flonove L ines e ADDRESS: T ({150 VG g6 K+ prowe: 9 (/- 1200

_ ,f\/o,r_i—hamﬁfon, Fa 1o 3
CITY OF EASTON BUSINESS LICENSE NUNMBER : [ ?LF)‘S

NUMBER OF STORES o) 'Bu;!d;ngﬁ “Slk.TYPE OF cansmucrran:‘“%r}c'}ﬂ
DIHENSIONS OF BUILDING: <3 X 50 , rOTAL SQUARE FEET: 9S00

DATE OF ACTUAL DEMOLTION TO gecrn: The C. 3,196 3

PRELININARY ARRANGENENTS FOR ISSUANCE OF DENQLITION FEENIT

INSUBANCE COMPANY NAME: H&r Cic s oo Cey . porzcy wo. AMWCCCGYILY

CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE NAMING THE "CITY OF EASTON® AS A HOLDER MUST BE ATTACHE.
TO THIS APPLICATION.

UTILITY RELEASES: , :
MET-ED yES: 2N NO: | DATE NOTIFIED: 1‘24 41 g3
.G I YES: NG: i DATE NOTIFIED: L
BELL TELEPHONE KRO. }’ES:,XW NO: = DATE NOTIFIED: 1Y ICLg_
ADJOINING FPROP. OWNERS — YES:_ NO:_ n DATE NOTIFIED: -

(NOTIFICATION OF INTENT TO RAZE AHB STATEMENT OF AGREENKENT OF PROPDOSE
RESTORATION FLANS. (GEE *"D" - GENERAL FREQUIRENMENTS]

SEWER DISCONNECT yEs: X NOe | DATE NOTIFIED: L
BUREAU OF WATER YES: Pad NO:__ DATE NOTIFIED: u/.soz 73
DISCONNECT : DATE:
WATER NETER: DATE:
. FIRE HYDRANT CONNECTICGN FOR WETTING DOKN: DATE:
ohevard ) /&% /jw . 1 NSk
SIGNATURE DUDEﬂ@frmy CONTREACTOR/AUTHORIZED AGENT DATE

BELOW TGO BE FILLED UUT BY BUILDING OFFICIAL

BUREAU OF INSPECTIONS: 1) FROVIDED GENERAL REQUI‘E:?EHENT.S’ YES: >< NO:

2} OTHER REGUIREMENTS N
3) HISTORIC DISTRICY 1 YES: 7~ NO:

{IF YES, ‘
HAS FROFERTY BEEN CLEARED) YES: N p‘ MO

4PEROVED: X N DATE: _ ,{%/gji%

DISAPPROVED: DATE: __4 ¢
[

BUILDING INSPECTOR; /M (Z/{;irr/ixj#

CC: EASTON POLICE DEPARTNENT
EASTON FIRE DEPARTMENT
CITY ENGINEELR

DATE ISSUED: ISL{%\CI?) PERMIT NO. Q%( FEE: V/%O,ff-
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CITY OF EASTON
DEPARTMENT OF INGPECTIUNS FOR: DEMOLITION OF STRUCTURE

GUIDE FGOR SUBMISSION
AND REGULATIONS

APPLICATION - Form must he completed in its entirety. All spplicants must
comply with all Federsl, State and Locsl Codes as it applies to the
Dempolition of Structlures. Before proceeding with this work, the Contractor
shall secure all necessary permits. Evidence of compliance and payment of
any fees shall be presented to the City as mesy be requested.

REQUIRED INSPECTIONS - Section "J", "5%, and nrE, Tventy~four (24) hours
notice is regquired.

DEMOLITION PERMIT FEE - The fee for a permit for the demelition or structure
=hall be Fifty ($5@.0) Dollars for the first 1,008 square feet, plus twenty
ce20. 060) dollars for each additionsl 1, 909® square feet or fraction thereof.
In computing fees, a story higher than 18 feet and not more than 3@ feet
shall be considered two stories; a story higher than 3@ feet and not more
than 48 feet shall be considered three stories except for one story
industrial uses (Use (roup D). The sguare feet area shall be baged on
outside dimensions of the structure. All floor areas shall be caslculated on
the square foot bas.'s, except those &ress with ceiling heights under five (5

feet or cravl spaces.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

o the satisfaction of the City any

The contractor shall prevent or control t
especially that wvhich

dust which may result from any dgemolition operations,
might result from the use of chutes.

Befare commencing demolition operstions, the Contractor shall pump out and
clean, in a sanitary manner, all wells and cesspools within the areas to be

cleared, and after disinfecting them ss5 may he reguired by the Bureau of
Health, shall fill them Iin a manner hereinafter prescribed for backfilling.

before staring demolition operations, arrsnge for the
disconnection of, or if permitted disconnect, all utility services Including
vater, gas, steam, electricity, telephone and severs. All disconnection
chall be in accordance with the regulastions af the utility concerns. The
City shall nct be liable for any expense whatsoever for utility service
disconnections nor for the expense involved in resurfscing streets,
sidewalks, etc., damaged or removed s& a result of utility severance made or
reguested to be made by the Contractor. 7f discoennections of underground
utility services are reguired to be made 1in public thoroughfares, the
Contractor shall comply with all local requirements and regulations
respecting the barricading of streets, the remove and restoration of

pavement, and other pertinent matters.

The contractor shall,

The contractor shall avoid damaging sidewalks, streets, curkbs, pavements,
utilities, structures or any other property {(Except that which is to be
replaced or remaoved) either on or adjacent to the site. He shall repair, at
his own expense and In a manner satisfactory to the Building Inspector, any

damage thereto caused by his pperations.



£

F)

GJ

HJ

I}

Case 5:15-cv-05318-LS Document 1 Filed 09/24/15 Page 13 of 96

Pre-arrangements with adjoining property owners shall be made to restore any
exposed surfaces of adjoining properties affected by the removal of any part;
walls or commonly shared parts of the struciures. This shall include the
matching of materisls in order to create the continuity of structures/s ag
well as any other design considerations important to arresting visible bligh?
which is sometimes caused by demolition.

The contractor shall shore, brace, underpin, Secure, and protect as may be
necessary all foundations and other parts of structures to remain on the
project site or which are adjacent to or in the vicinity of the site and
which may be in any way affected by this excavations or other operations, anc
to enclose, face, reface, resurface any exposed during the removal of any
work, This to be accomplished to the satisfaction of the Building Inspector,
The contractor shall exercise proper precaution at all times for the
protection of persons and property and shall be regsponsihle for all damages
to persons or property, either on or off the cite, which occur as & result oi
his fault or negligence in connection with the presecution of the work, The
safety provisions of applicable laws and BOCA building and construction
codes shall be observed z2nd the contractor shall take or cause to be taken
such additional safety and health measures as the Building Inspector may
determine to be reascnably necegsary. Machinery, eguipment, and all hazards
shall be guarded in accordance with goed safety practice.

The contractor shall provide sufficient competent day and night waichman
every day, including Saturdays, Sundays, Holidays as may be regquired in
order to insure safety.

Sidevalk bridge, i1f regquired, or any other special protection to be provided,
will be at the direction of the Building Inspector.

The contractor shall confine his equipment, storage of materials and
demclition and site clesrsnce operations to the 1imit prescribed by
ordinances or permits, or as may be directed by the Building Inspector and
shall not reasonably encumber the premises with his salvaged material.

The contrector shall comply with the appliceble lews and ordinances governing
the disposal of materials, dekbris, rubhbish and trash on or off the project
area, end shall commit no trespass on any public or private property in any
operation due to or connected wvith the demolition and site clearance.
Attention is called that disposal or demolition material will only be allcwec
where approved by the Department of Fnvironmental Rescurces (DER) and
appraoved by the City of Faston. NO EXCERPTIONS.

The demolition of any structure shall be complele snd its cellar area, &8s
well as all other subsurface sreas within the limits af the permit, shall be
completely cleared of all unstable or cambustibhle material before any
hackfilling operaticons may be started. The contractor shall, Iif necessary,
pump aut all cellars of all buildings, and shall remave gll trash, furniture,
equipment, tanks, pumping and heating eguipment, boilers, piping, machinery
and all other items not suitable for backfilling. All basement floors shall
be broken up into small sections with heavy hammer or maul. This work shall
be appraved by the FRuilding Inspector, NOTE: INSPECTION REBUIRED,
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41) structures, including building. sheds, platforms, steps, stoops and all
other a-cessory and incidental structures shall be demolished down to &
distance of one foot (1°@%) below the existing adjacent ground level. All
retaining walls shall be demolished and removed in their entirety. Except a:
directed by the Building Inspector. Party between structures to be
Jemclished shall bhe removed tc the level of adjacent walls. All mascnry
walle =hall be demolished into small pieces. No piece larger than six (6)
inches through is smallest diameter or more than twelve (12) inches long

shall ks permitted in material used for backfilling subsurface areas.

No portions of walls above the elevation of the first floor and lccated
immedistely adjscent and parallel to any street shall be 'thrown®, but shall
be barred loose and demolished piecemeal.

A1] floor construction shall be removed regardiess of the elevation of the
location.

All trees and stumps shall be removed from the site at the direction of the
building Inspector. Trees to be preserved shall be protected agsinst damage

"and shall be marked by & conspicucus sign or mark. All bushes and shrubs

shall be removed with the major portion of the root intact.

All p~ving including petios, concrete slsbs, driveways, and walks and g.'
interior streets, except as directed by the Building Inspectar, shall be
removed to subgrade, end the material shall he disposed of cff-site, except
vhere the Building Inspector permits use of acceptsble masonry material for
filling cellars and other subsurface areas, Curbs, public sidewalks and
street paving not schedule for demolition area NOT to be disturbed. All sucl
curbs, walks, street paving, not scheduled for demolition, which are damaged
or disturbed by the contractor shall be restored by him, at his own expense,
to & sstisfactory and safe condition, at least egqual to that at the start ol
the worlk.

All rubkish, debris, unstable end combustible material of every kind,
including ssphalt, wood, paper, rags, and plaster, as well ss incombustible
materiasl, including metsl, abandoned sutomobiles and mechinery and large
pieces of masanry will he removed from the ares during the process of the
work. Upon completion of the vork, the site will be free pf all debris

except materiasl used for backfilling.
The contractor shall allow only suthorized person on the site of the wark.
A1l combustible materials shall b

No burring will be permitited on the site.
disposed of by the contractor.

The contractor shall furnish all sdditional materials reguired for filling
subsurfsce areas, including basement cavities and any other holes, to within
& minimum of 4" of the existing level snd grade of the adjacent ground
surfaces. Sgid materisls shall be of & gquality acceptable to the City and &

sufficient guantity shall be on hand to ensure uninterrupted progress ir
completing the backfilling: NOTE: INSPECTION REQUIRED. No unstable or

combustible materials, such as vire, roots, plaster, wood or other material
and debris that would prevent property consolidation or cause subsequent
settlement, will be permitted in the fill and any material encountered in th
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All structures, including building. sheds, platforms, steps, stoops and all

other azcessory and incidental structures shall be demolished down to &
distance of one foot (1'@7) pelow the existing adjacent ground level. All
retaining walls shall be demolished and removed in their entirety, Except a:
directes by the Building Inspsctor. Farty between structures to be
demclished shall be removed to the level of adjacent wallg, All masonry
walls chall be demolished into small pieces. No piece larger than six (&)
inches through is smallest diameter or more than twelve (12} inches long

shall ke permitted in meterial used for backfilling subsurface areas.

No portions of walls above the elevation of the first flcor and located
immediately adjacent and parallel to any street shall be "thrown", but shall
be barred loose and demolished piecemeal.

All floor construction shall be removed regardless of the elevation of the
locatiocn.

411 trees and stumps shall be removed from the site at the direction of the
building Inspector. Trees to be preserved shall be protected against damage
and shall he marked by a conspicuous sign or mark. All bushes and shrubs
shall be removed with the major portion of the root intact.

All p-vinpng including patios, concrete slabs, driveways, and walks and a1’
interior streets, except as directed by the Building Inspector, shall be
removed to subgrade, snd the msterial shall he disposed of off-site, except
wvhere the Building Inspector permits use of acceptable masonry material for
filling cellars and other subsurface areas. Curbs, public sidewalks and
street paving not schedule for demolition area NOT to be disturbed. All sucl
curbs, walks, street paving, not scheduled for demolition, which are damaged
or disturbed by the contractor shall be restored by him, at his own expense,
to 8 satisfactory and safe condition, at least equal to that at the start ol

the work.

All rubhish, debris, unstable and combustible material of every kind,
including asphalt, vwood, paper, rags, and plaster, as well as incombustible
material, including metal, sbandoned automobiles end mechinery and large
pieces of masonry will be removed from the area during the process of the
work. lpon completiaon of the work, the site will he free of sll debris

except material used for backfilling.
The contractor shall allew anly authorized person on the site of the wark,
A1l combustible materials shall I

No kurrning will be permitted on the zite.
dispased of by the contractor.

The contractor ehall furnish all additional materials required for filling
cubsurfsce areas, including hasement cavities and any other holes, to within
a minimum of 4" of the existing level and grade of the sdjacent ground
surfaces. Said materisls shall be of & gquality acceptable to the City and a

sufficient gquantity shkall he on hand to ensure uninterrupted pragress in
completing the backfilling: NOTE: INSPECTION REQUIRED. No unstakle or

combustible materials, such as wire, roots, plaster, wood or other material
and debris that would prevent property consolidation or cause subsegquent
settlement, will be permitted in the fill and any material encountered in th
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demoliticn process which the contractcr proposed to use as fill shall be
stored on the ground until the walls are down. No piece of masonry larger
than gix (6/) inches through its smallest diameter or more than twelve (12}
inches longs will ke permitied in the tackfill, All fill shall be compacted
The method of compaction shall be 55 25 (0 achieve
(85) percent of standard dry density.

no lesg than eighty-five

Atire surface area of the demolition
minimum of four (4} lnches of top
seed mixture, NOTE ; INSPECTION

m

T) Upon completion of the backiill, the
site shall be filled and graded with
so0il, and seeded with a suitable gras
REQUIRED.

) 3 foe 2l o

SIGNATURE OF (ﬁ’fﬁc@ ITION CONTEACTOR DATE

n

)

Nl _,—»,é//&u | // ///22

SIGNATURE OFNLEGAL OWNERAS DATE

S0G-7/ NoTwamPion S7,
LOCATION OF DEMOLITION SITE
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EXHIBIT B
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CITY OF EASTAO

PENNSYLVANIA

650 Ferry Street
Easton, PA 18042

Harch 11, 1934

Church Development LDeorporation
oo Eugene J. Laitig

P.G. Box 1512

Ezston Pa 1804%

pE: 505 ~ 507 Northampton Street
Dear Mr Lattig:

4o a result of a viswal inspeltlon Af the extericor west and gouth
vest corner wall of HO3-507 Northampton Street [ have determined
that immediate epergency repairs must he taken to stabilize and
secure the sections of wallig: that im in danger of collapse.

Thie order is issued under the Iollowiag BOCA  National Building
CodesiSE87, as amended:

Section 120.0 iUnsale Hftructure

120.1 Right to Deem lUnsafe: 41l bBuildings or structures that
are or hereafter =hall be cone unzgafte, unganitary, or
deficient in adequate exit facilities, dr wvhich constitute a
fire harard, or are atherwige dangerous to human life or the
public welfare, or which involve illegal or Improper usSe,
cooupancy or maintenance, shall he deemsd unsale puaidings
or sStructures. All unsale structures s=hall he taken down and

removed or made safe and secure, 88 ths code official Jdesns
necessary and as provided in  this geotion. 4 wvacant
building, unguscded or open wt door or window, shall be
decmed 5 fire hazard and unssfe within the meaning of thisz
oade.

Section 121.0 Emergency Measuises

121, 2 Temporary Safeguards: When, in the opianion of the code
official, therse 1§ actusl and T mmediate daager of oollapse
or failure of a bhuildipg or structure or any p
which would endanger life, the code afficial shal.
necessary wark to be done to render such building or
structure or part thereof temporarily salie, whether or not
the legal procsdure herein descrihed has been institutsed,
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; 386-3100 STYLE NO. 35-8P
505-507 Northampton St.

March 4, 1994
By: Paul L. Singley 20f 2

Case 5:15:¢v-05318:LS Docu

i

b




Case 5:15-cv-05318-LS Document 1 Filed 09/24/15 Page 24 of 96

EXHIBIT C
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Memorandum

To: Paul Singlev. Chief Code Administrator

cC: file

From: Thomas Castronuova, Asst. City Engineer Y}
Date: March 14, 1994

Subject: 507 Northampton Street

This memo will venfy conditions that were observed during our site visit of
March 11, 1994

The site visit was to investigate a report of the southwest corner of 507
Northampton Street separating from the structure.

Conditions noted were a solid mipe-wide brick wall puling away from the
structure. This may be due in pan to the recent removal of 509 Northampton

Street building exposing the west clevation of 507 Northampton Street. This

wall was apparend}/ not weather prooi‘ed or secured.

Corrective action should be taken to secure this southwest corner at the next

possible mement.

Further, I recommend closing off the sidewalk o pedestrians untl the condigon
is abated.
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EXHIBIT D
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SITE DATA

PROPERTY LOCATION:
PROPERTY OWNER:
GIS PIN:

PARCEL 1D

DEED BOOK:

TAX AUTHORITY:

NOTES:

505-507 NORTHAMPTON STREET
CHURCH REDEVELOPMENT CORP.
5067-09-4718-9739

L9SEZA B 40310

849, PG. 000503

CITY OF EASTON

1. DATE OF FIELD SURVEY: JUNE 20, 2013.

2. ATITLE SEARCH HAS NOT BEEN FURNISHED TO THE SURVEYOR.

3. THE PROPERTY MAY BE SUBJECT TO ANY EASEMENTS, RIGHTS OF WAY,
RESTRICTIONS, ETC. THAT ARE NOT SHOWN ON THIS PLAN OR ON RECORD.

4, AN ASSUMED BEARING DATUM WAS USED FOR THIS PLAN.

SURVEY PLAN
PLAN DATE PROJECT DEED REF.
6/24/13 505-507 NORTHAMPTON STREET 0849, PG. 0503
REVISIONS OWNER : TAX MAP
OIC_NOI REDEVELOPMENT OO_N_U_. L9SE2A 8 4 0310
. b | SHT.NG.
MUNICIPALITY CITY OF EASTON . ;e 1 of 1
g [ i ey 1 Bl
COUNTY NORTHAMPTON COUNTY' AT \_,,_,wo?m TORTNG.
e

Land Surveyars
WWW.aasasurvey.com

Arthur A. Swallow Associates

1003-1005 North 19th Street
Allentown, PA 18104
610-820-6470 - Fax:610-820-5947

T ?

Y R
| oD
rthur A.. Swallow, PLS

s o for/1:

" Date

" [PA SU0B7821

NJ GS3
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EXHIBIT E
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lehighvalieylive.con

Rock Church faces legal action from Easton over building, taxes

Rock Church
The front half of the (505-507) building owned by Rock Church is shown on Wednesday. (Express-Times Photo |

CORINNE HEFT)
Kevin Kunzmann | For lehighvalleylive.com By Kevin Kunzmann | For lehighvalleylive.com
on July 09, 2013 at 5:30 AM, updated July 09, 2013 at 2:20 PM

A brick wall is gradually falling away from the side of a four-story Easton apartment building, and the city wants it

torn down before it collapses and injures someone.

Attorney Kevin Santos, who represents the Rock Church, the owner of 505-507 Northampton 5t., says the wall
is actually on the neighboring property and the city should talk to that property owner, not Rock Church, to tear it

down.

The city has urged for years that the wall come down and has gotten more aggressive this summer, according to

Becky Bradley, Easton’s director of planning and codes.

“We started a full court press last June and we brought in codes, inspectors, the fire chief, structural engineers,
health officers, whoever was relevant for inspection,” she said. "We were con cerned with the west wall removing

the side of the building because you can actually see outside from the top floor.”
“If we have a building that’s potentially dangerous to collapse, it needs to be reinforced, period,” she said.

Bradley said the city discovered mold on both sides of the main floor from a “major leak” coming from an above

floor. More so, tenants were not permitted to reside or even enter the top floor because of the west wall.

Whose wall?

The wall is actually part of the outside wall from a building torn down 20 years ago. Santos said Rock Church
bought the property from the Jabbour family.

Santos said the city never followed up on the botched demolition, which left that wall standing. The site was never
inspected following the demolition, he said. The contract mandates that the church property should not be

damaged and should be secured after the demolition, Santos said.

“This Is not the church’s wall. This is not the church’s liability and it shouldn't be made the church’s problem,” he

said.

hitreffhlen lehichuallevlive rom/ieaston imnactinrint html Zentr=/20M3/07ork chirch faces laaal action htm) 113



12412015 Case 5:15-cv-05318<ESnuiguwen reandcton vl aeb O 2AM%9. PEYe 33 of 96

He thinks the city should approach the
Jabbours’ contractor to fix the problem,

“They didn't go back to the contractor to tell
them to finish the job -- but telling the church,
‘Congratulations, you own the problem.”

Property co-owner Anthony Jabbour said the
building demolition resulted from damage that
the church inflicted on the Jabbour property.

He couldn‘t grasp why 20 years after the sale
the dispute continues,

The city has demanded that Rock Church prove
the wall is on the neighboring property. A land
survey submitted by the church last week fails
to do so, Bradley said. The survey fails to note
landmarks by which to measure the lot

boundaries.

Santos said the church has done what it can to
make the wall safer. It beamed through the
top floor wall of the building to secure the west
wall, but was then given a citation and a stop

work arder from the city.

! view full size

' The west wall peeling away from the (505-507) building owned by

. . Rock Church is shown on Wednesday.
Bradley said the wall supports prove that the o "~ Express-Times Photo |, CORINNE HEFT

church has accepted responsibility for the wall,

Downtown dilemma

The property is in the heart of the city’s downtown, an area the city is trying to market to businesses, according

to city Administrator Glenn Steckman.

“Tt's also a hindrance for people who want to come from the outside wanting to invest and make business here

because they question the future of this area,” Steckman said.

Mayor Sal Panto Jr. agreed that the upcoming businesses of Northampton Street are at a disadvantage with the

building’s condition.

httreffhEnn lehinhvalleviive comfeastnn imnartinrint html 2antrv=/2013607/rack chirch fares lenal Action himl 213
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“The 500 block has taken on a brand new look and these groups have done a nice job on their buildings, but they

have to look out and see vacant lots and rundown buildings,” he said.

If the church doesn’t have money to take down the wall, it should sell the property, Panto said.

Panto dismissed Santos’ point that the church never received funding for damage caused by Superstorm Sandy.
*T long reported before the storm that there were leaks and issues with it,” he said.

Santos said the church has renovated 12 nearby buildings and the city needs to recognize its contributions to

bettering the downtown,
Panto said he’s running out of patience.

“This is not against Rock Church,” Panto said. “They do a lot of good for the community and its people, but I can’t
go and pressure single seniors on a fixed income to make changes and repairs and not expect it from them. I

cannot give them a get out of jail free card.”

“This will go to the courts and a judge will make an issue on what they have to comply to,” Panto said. "It could

take some time, but has already taken three and a half years.”

© 2015 lehighvaileylive.com, All rights reserved.
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CITY OF EASTON

PENNSYLVANIA

Department of Planning & Codes
1 South s St., 37 Floor

Easton PA 18042

610-250-6724 fax 610-250-6607
dreynolds@easton-pa.gov

September 6, 2011

Church Redevelopment Group
ATT: Pastor Chris Santos
26 N. 5™ Street
Easton PA 18042
Re:  505-507 Northampton Street
Dear Pastor Santos;
Per our conversation las: weex regarding the above building, I am requesting an updaied
eingineer’s report on thy progress and status of atiaching the exterior wall to each floo:
level. Work on this area was to be completed by the end of last week.

In addition, the following s to be comzieted no later than stated time liste:d,

1. Work on removing the exterior brickcote is to be continued and completed no later
than September 25, 2011.

2. Brick corner wall repair on western side of building will be submitted this month to
HDC (Historic District Commission) for review at their October 2011 meeting,.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call 610-250-6724.

Code Compliance Officer

CERTIFIED MAIL# 7010 0290 0001 9037 3950 and REGULAR
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EXHIBIT G
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B Urban Land Philadelphia
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- 880 Grove Street (B56) 428-UL- 7 {8547)
¥ urban Land Haddonfietd. NJ 08033 856-354-8043 Facsimile
ntigffphiladeiphia. uli.om
u LI l“ '-1 ' . . . 3 wavw.uli.arg
. sHiuie UL Philadelphia

Serving Eastern and Central Pennsylvania, Southern New Jersey, and Delaware

January 12, 2012

Ms. Becky Bradley

Director, Planning and Codes
City of Easton

One South Third Street, 4th Floor
Easton, PA 18042

Dear Ms. Bradley:

Enclosed is the report for the ULI Technical Assistance Program (TAP), which studied the 500 Block of
Northampton Street in Easton, PA. Our Panel evaluated the Faston site, with the goai of identifying
opportunities for the successfu redevelopment of the area.

Based on the Panel’s tour of the site, as well as each member’s individual experience and expertise,
the group was able to identify a number of recommendations for the site moving forward. The Panel
worked together to examine and address all issues raised in stakeholder interviews, and focused on
identifying the most realistic solutions and potential users of the site.

In addition, the Panel assessed the various goals for the site, taking inte consideration current market
opportunities, as well as site and operational chatlenges. Throughout this report we have provided

an outline of the Panels concerns related to the future success of the site, as well as our proposed
recommendations moving forward.

We want to thank you for the opportunity to work with you on this important project. If you have any
questions or would like any additional information, please contact us.

Sincerely,
Richard W. Huffman, FAIA Geoffrey Lanza
Co-Chair, TAP Council President

ULt Philadelphia Omiand Engineering
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3R Urhan iand Philadelphia
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About ULl Advisory Services

The Urban Land Institute (ULI} — the world’s oldest,
largest and most pre-eminent organization of its kind
_ was established in 1936 as a nonprofit educaticnal
and research institute and is supported by nearly
30,000 members worldwide, representing all aspects
of land use and development disciplines. ULI's
mission is to provide responsible leadership in the
use of land to enhance the total enviranment and to
create and sustain thriving communities.

in 1947, UL began providing advice to nonprofits
and government agencies that needed help in
planning and development. Its Advisory Services
Panels bring together objective planners, developers,
lenders, architects and related professionals

to evaluate a community’s needs and make
recommendations on implementaticn.

A Technical Assistance Program {TAP) is a smaller-
scale, localized version of this important community
outreach service. Each Panelist volunteers his or her
time and expertise and signs an agreement to avoid
any true or perceived conflict of interest.

Program Objectives and Schedule

On October 18-19, 2011, ULl members Richard
Huffman, FAIA, retired principal of Wallace Roberis
& Todd and former instructor at the University of
Pennsylvania, and Geoffrey R. Lanza, President of
Omland Engineering, led a ULI Philadelphia TAP
Panel to study the 500 Block of Northamptan Sireet
in Easton, PA. The goal of the TAP was ta study the
redevelopment of this block which is considered a
gateway between the City's revitalization plans for
the 600 black of Northampton Street to the west
and the Downtown section to the east.

City of Easton - 500 Block of Northampton Street

TAP Panelists touring 500 block of Northampton Street

Following the advance review of a variety of studies,
maps and ather documents, the TAP Panel gathered
in person on the morning of October 18 and began
i< task with a tour of the block, providing a first-
hand look at the existing buildings, businesses and
challenges and opportunities.

Following the tour, Panelists spent the balance of
the day in smaller teams interviewing a diverse set of
nearly 20 stakeholders to gain additional knowledge
about the properties and relevant issues. These
stakeholders included the following:

. City officials

. Property owners

. Business owners and managers

. Community leaders

. Representatives of non-profit organizations

On the following day the TAP Pane! thoroughly
discussed the results to ensure that all issues raised
by the stakeholders would be adequately examined
and addressed. Based on their professional expertise
and experience, the Panelists then focused on
identifying the most realistic solutions and potential
uses of the 500 block of Northampton Street. These

Page 4
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recommendations and solutions are discussed later
in this report.

At the conclusion of the second day's session,

the Panel presented a preliminary summary of its
findings and recommendations before stakeholders
and other members of the public at the Nurture
Nature Centef, @ facility located on the 500 block of
Northampton Street.

Assessment of Key Issues

The initial consensus of the Panel was that the
greatest challenge facing the complete revitalization
of the block is undoubtedly the conflict that exists
petween the City of Easton and the Rock Church,
which owns several properties on the block either
outright or through a Limited Liability Corporafion
(LLC).

Currently, the redevelopment of the block has
stagnated, although it was agreed that extensive
and comprehensive economic planning has
occurred. The other sentiment was that several
public agendies currently involved in the process
must develop synergy to coordinate and accomplish
their respective agendas.

24

Corner of 5th and Northampton Streets (ROCK Churchin packground)

City of Easton - 500 Block of Northampton Street

gased on the tour and discussions with key
stakeholders, the TAP Panel identified several initial
assessments of the block.

Discourse between the City of Easton and
the Rock Church has been damaged. while
that statement i ot newsworthy in itself,

it raises the larger question as to whether
communication could be repaired enough

to result in action, or has it disintegrated
beyond repair? AS that question nas yet to be
answered, the Panel ascertained that 2 viable
implementation strategy for redevelopment is
lacking, and that such a strategy would need
to include grants and incentives 10 entice
developers.

The interviews with stakeholders from Rock
Church indicated that the Church currently
has no interest in selling 1t properties, stating
that “it would be 3 step backward.” The
Church would like to €€ the City of Easton
provide financial assistance for rengvation of its
properties. Other stakeholders are not pleased
with the Church, noting that 1t is in conflict
with the Easton Historic District Commission.
These stakeholders believe the Church does
not adequately take care of its properties and
believe any dealings with the Church would be
unproductive.

The State Theatre and its programs are in
jeopardy. The Theatre’s proximity 10 Downtown
serves as a Key gateway petween the Downtown
hiacks and the 500 block. Events at the State
Theatre generate foot traffic and Jisibility, and
the disintegration could create a perception of
lack of safety and damage ongoing efforts to

improve the target area.
page 5
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State Theatre

e The Panel studied the interplay between
residential and retail redevelopment and
conciuded that high-quality residential
development is needed before retailers can
be attracted to the block. This raised two
guestions: What drives the need for residential
housing on the 500 block of Northampton
Street? And what economic drivers are available
to create jobs and therefore attract new
residents?

The combination of the stalemate of negotiations
with the Rock Church and lack of quality housing
on the block results in a vicious cycle which supports
a negative perception by outsiders that this area of
Easton has low-quality housing and unsafe streets.

“Easton’s reputation is on the way up and
investors want to buy in.”
(Excerpt from interviewed stakeholder)

The block’s potential is apparent. Many buildings
are well-constructed and are structurally adequately
maintained. The block contributes to Easton’s
picturesque skyline, dramatic topography and

City of Easton - 500 Block of Northampton Street

architectural significance. Trees line the streets and
the sidewalks are in good condition. A parking lot
behing the south side of the block provides a strong
planning element on which to expand. The block
has a unigue mix of commercial stores and there
has already been substantial investment that has
benefitted the block. However, a consistent theme
has not yet come into focus and several challenges

remain.

View of businesses on Northampton Street

Goals for the Block

+ The top goal is to identify a suitable *ambassador”
10 serve as a mediator to re-open discussions
between the City and Church. The Panel
believes there has been too much distrust and
frustration for the situation to progress without
a neutral third party. In addition, the use of
legal mechanisms to resclve these issues would
only drag out the final resolution. For example,
a mediator could begin 1o facilitate land swaps
along Northampton Street with other available
properties within the Church’s area of interest
to strengthen the Rock Church campus master
plan. These could be properties located between
others owned by the Church in the immediate
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neighborhood, or properties closer to the prison
a few blocks away if that might facilitate the
mission of the Church’s outreach programs.

“Residential first, retail follows.” (TAP panelist)

e Another goal is to discourage single-room
occupancy in the corridor and to encourage
market rate housing. it was the Panel’s opinicn
that as a transitional block from downtown
to the south side, the 500 block is uniquely
qualified to provide both destination and
residential-oriented retail opportunities, but only
after a strong housing stock is established on the
biock. Retail follows residential, and therafore
3 focus on residential economic development
is the second major goai simultanecus with
addressing the Rock Church properties on the
block.

e The idea that Lafayette College, which the
Panel considers an “economic driver” for the
City, could be involved in the revitatization of
the block was also considered goalworthy.
Specifically the Panel discussed and agreed that
utilizing the faculty, staff and student body in
some type of internship or research capacity
would be beneficial for all parties.

+ Additional goals are to rescue vacant and/or
neglected properties, develop synergy between
development and City tourism strategies, and
leverage public property to help spur private
development.

City of Easton - 500 Block of Northampton Street

Market Opportunities

The TAP Panel also discussed the importance

of identifying and analyzing the availability of
target market opportunities for the 500 block of
Northampton Street through the prism of three
categories — potential users, community needs and
site characteristics.

1dentification of Potential Users

Knowing who will live and work in the 500 block

is critical to understanding the biock's best ultimate
use. The Panel agreed that residential would spur
retail not the other way around. Therefore, any
deveiopment efforts that would price out existing
residents wouid complicate matters dramatically.
During the interview process several stakeholders
raised the question that any successful revitalization
would have to factor in efforts to attract new
residents to support retail expansion. The 500
block’s proximity to the Downtown presents an easy
opportunity to attract non-resigent entertainment
dollars.

|dentification of Community Needs

The target program and market for the site is aiso
influenced by how well it could accommaodate those
who live and work there. Stakeholder interviews
shed some light into this, as some noted that a fresh
t00d store, iuncheonette and other residentialiy-
focused service businesses are high priorities for new
retail uses.

Existing Site Characteristics

The selection of a market end user will also

influence any redevelopment efforts. Existing
Page 7
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Vacant Lot on Northarpton Street

vacant land along the block disrupts a continuous
street line, a crucial urban feature. Therefore,
utilizing open space for tempoerary uses, such as

art installations, plant and holiday sales, along with
the establishment of pop-up gardens and retail, are
considered viable possibilities. The proposed vacant
land registration ordinance is a positive step, and
perhaps the unique green quality of the block can be
enhanced while supporting new development.

The role of the neighboring State Theatre on the
block was noted as its success is directly proportional
to the triumph or failure of the 500 block. Itis
imperative that any economic development on the
500 block, especially streetscape, signage, lighting
and parking support, be coardinated with the
State Theatre’s master plan. It was alsc noted that
understanding that the arts and entertainment
industry has thin margins, expanding community
outreach and programming within the community
should be coordinated with City representatives to
maximize opportunities and benefits.

City of Easton - 500 Block of Northampton Street

Site Challenges

The following summary cutlines the challenges faced
by the City of Easton in advancing redevelopment
plans of the 500 biock of Nerthampton Street:

Properties Owned by Rock Church

A consensus was reached by Panelists that the
properties owned by the Rock Church ar its LLC
simply are not adequately maintained. Restoration
of the properties the Church owns is mandatory

to implement any tctal redevelopment strategy
moving forward. The strong architectural influence
of the Rock Church on Easton’s skyline and on the
500 block itself is of significant concern, as again
this historic building is in significant disrepair. The
Rock Church would benefit from a master plan
including an analysis of afl Church properties in the
surrounding blocks, tc determine the highest and
best use of each property and how each might serve
and be integrated with the community.

Property owned by Rack Church
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Cost of Development

One principle of real estate economics holds that
new development occurs only when rents justify the
costs of development. Organically, the pressure to
develop occurs at the point in the market cycle when
demand exceeds existing supply such that market
rents rise above replacement rents. Development
then occurs until excess demand is satisfied. So any
redevelopment plans must carefully consider the
addition that new spaces or rental units would have
on a market that overshoots demand and how it
would cause vacancy spikes and lower rents. While
in-depth due diligence featuring replacement rents
that reflect costs, risks and vacancy assumptions was
not performed by the TAP Panel, a brief cost analysis
ascertained it would be difficult to obtain rents that
would justify development.

To further complicate matters, current zoning

with regard to height limitations may negatively
impact the block’s potential for redevelopment from
the financial view of prospective developers. An
additional detriment to redevelopment is the current
transient nature of the block’s population.

Physical and Aesthetic Limitations

While the Panel's discussion rarely probed into
sociological facets, it is clear that any redevelopment
efforts of the 500 block of Northampton Street must
consider quality of life issues to ensure development
is consistent with what the Panel termed an
“unfriendly-appearing pedestrian environment.”

City of Easton - 500 Block of Northampton Street

Operational Challenges

Church Successful in Social Outreach;
Needs Support in Best Land Use Practices

Perhaps the ireny of the Rock Church’s prominent
involvernent in the 500 block’s redevelopment
efforts is the Panel’s cenclusion that the Church’s
social outreach mission has been successful. The
Panel praised the Church for its important role in the
community and suggested that the Church’s efforts
be so acknowledged by the City of Easton. That
noted, there is no ambiguity in the Panel’s view that
Rock Church has been less than successful in best
practices in real estate development.

To that and, the Panel held the view that the
Northampton County Prison was not adequately
addressed in existing comprehensive plans,
specifically that there is not an adequate
reintegration plan to deal with released inmates

who live on the block or in the neighborhood. The
Panel also noted in hindsight that an interview with a
County prison stakeholder would have been a good
addition to the interview list.

Public Sector Stretched Too Thin

There was little question that current municipal
organizations and personne! are highly qualified,

but insufficient in capacity to adeguately and
effectively implement any substantive redevelopment
changes. Panelists agreed that additionai resources
are needed for economic development and that a
new and separate entity should be created for this
purpose. In addition, the Panel was concerned that
too many agencies, while having good ideas and
intentions, are not focused on a common goal,
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diluting their individual and collective effectiveness.
Therefore, the implementation of their agendas
must be coordinated by someone, whether an
agency, department or committee. An independent
economic development department couid also focus
on identifying business development opportunities
for Northampton Street properties.

Two other operational chalienges were the lack

of a far-ranging uniform tourism marketing plan
and owner housing stock. In addition, property
maintenance codes should be maore rigorously
enforced. Grants and historic tax credits should be
emphasized for fagade improvement.

Opportunities

City of Easton - 500 Block of Northampton Street

Firehouse at corner of 6th and Northampton Streets

Panel Recommendations

While much has been made throughout these pages
about the challenges facing the City of Easton’s
relationship with the Rock Church, ULI Philadelphia‘s
TAP Panel sees tremendous opportunities. The
future will largely rest on the attitude, innovativeness
and patience of both sides to move forward.

it was the Panel’s view that the City of Easton should
acknowledge, appreciate, support and reinforce

the Rock Church’s position as a key social service
provider within the community.

Alley behind Easion Yoga

1. Engage a mediator: While no one associated
with the Rock Church is intentionally impeding
economic development, its current course of
non-action is causing unintended conseguences
with regard to redevelopment of the block. itis
the Panel’s top recommendation that a neutral
mediator be identified and retained to make &
sincere effort to bridge the gap between the City
of Easton and the Rock Church. ULl Philadelphia
is able and willing to help identify a potential
meadiator or mediators who could help both
parties agree on a course ot action.

2. Create a masterplan: The Rock Church would
benefit from a masterplan that offers a path
to success. Such a masterpian would include
an analysis of all Church properties along
Northampton Street and surrounding biocks
to determine the highest and best use of each
property and how each might serve and be
integrated with the community.

3. Create and fund an economic development
team to develop and execute a cohesive theme
and strategy for block-specific incentives,
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opportunities, and technology infrastructure.
Current municipal organizations and personnel
are highly qualified but lack capacity. Too

many agencies with good ideas and intentions
are not focused on a commeon goal, diluting
their individual and collective effectiveness. An
independent econcmic development department
would alse focus on identifying business
development opportunities for Northampton
Avenue properties as well as a far-ranging and
uniform tourism marketing plan. Property and
business owners should be active participants in a
new 500 Btock community group.

Leverage existing major physical assets:

Improve the appearance of the fire station at the
corner of 6th Street to provide a more desirable
gateway to the Central Business District. 6th
Street marks the boundary between downtown
Easton and the West Ward residential
neighborhood to the west. This is due at least
in part to the location of the intersection of
Northampton and 6th Streets at the crest of a
hill which ascends from the center of town and
then descends to the west.

Whether the entire firehouse can be rebuilt

or renovated or not, the opportunity currently
exists to place a building on the corner lot with
an iconic architectural form that woutd mirror
but not necessarily replicate the histeric building
across the street. Besides marking a gateway
into downtown, this new construction would
repair the “street wall” at a critical juncture

and help restore the sense of the street as

an axterior room or public space. Hereis an
opportunity directly within the City’s current
control to make a decisive impact on this pivotal
block as other initiatives are underway.

5

B.

City of Easton - 500 Block of Northampton Street

Highlight historical architecture that has
potential to attract residents and customers,
such as the new brewpub at the corner of 6th
and Northampton Streets.

tdentify development incentives to combat
the current “unfriendly-appearing pedestrian
environment”;

Rigorously enforce existing property
maintenance codes.

Create a zoning overlay to discourage boarding
homes and provide incentives to encourage the
conversion of existing buildings to uses other
than boarding homes.

Investigate tax-abatement incentives to spur
single-family residential uses that wiil attract
retail.

Focus on facade improvements through grants
and historic tax credits.

Register vacant land through new legislation.
Consider zoning code revisions such as height
restrictions that impede desired development.

Activate relationships with Easton
institutions:

Expand the State Theatre’s outreach into the
community and improve related pedestrian
traffic, lighting and way-finding signage.
Generate excitement and activate vacant lots
with temporary installations and events, such as
landscaping, benches and programmed festivals
and cther activities.

Identify partnership opportunities with
Lafayette College for recommendations in this
report,
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Stakeholders Interviewed

Becky Bradley, AICP, Direcior, Planning and Codes, City of Easton.
Shelley Brown, Director, State Theatre.

Bruce Fackenthal, Artist/Developer, 500 block of Northampten Strest.
Racheal Hogan Carr, Director, Nurture Nature Center.

Brian Gish, AICP, Chief Planner, City of Easton.

Steve Glickman, Chairman, Lehigh Valley Planning Commission; and Architect,
Easton Planning Commission

o

iE ° pr°°59d brewpub | S Robert Henry, Owner/Occupant, 500 block of Northampton Street.
Lynn Holden, Member, Easton Historic District Commission.
Thomas Jones, Consultant, Church Redevelopment Corperation.
Kim Kmetz, Manager, Easton Main Street,
Eugene Lattig, President, Church Redevelopment Corporation.

Gretchen Longenbach, Director of Comrunity and Economic Development/
Easton Redevelopment Authority.

Martine Neilsen, Attorney/Owner, 500 black of Northampton Street.

Larry Palmér, Police Chief, Fasion Police Department.

Salvatore J. Panto, Jr., Mayor, City of Easton.

John Price, Fire Chief, Easton Fire Department.

Troy Reynard, Developer, Mt. Vernon Building/Two Rivers Brewing.

Robert Wosniak, Owner, Easton Yoga and Member, Easton Parking Authority

Zeke Zelker, Filmmaker/8lock Business Owner, 500 block of Northampton Street.
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Panelists

Stephen Althouse
Business Relations and Communications Manager,
Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corporation

Mr. Althouse spent the majority of his 13-year journalism
career as a reporter and editor with The Express-Times in
Easton, PA. He was promoted by The Express to become
aditor of The Allentown Times wesakly newspaper where, in
2001 he created the newspaper. In 2008, he was named
Assistant Business Editor at The Express. In 2009 he joined
the Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corporation in his
current capacity, responsible for all written communication
and with managing the Business Retention and Expansicn
Program which focuses on assisting existing Lehigh Valley
businesses from relocating to other regions in the United
States. M. Althouse has authored and edited various grants
and proposals for LVEDC and its public and private partners,
most recently including the Partnerships for Regional
Economic Performance submission to the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania. Mr. Althouse earned a Bachelor's Degree in
Communications and Journalism from Temple Universrty.

J. Michael Davis
Landscape Architect, Seidel Planning and Design

Mr. Davis is & Landscape Architect and Project Manager

with Seidel Planning & Design, Ltd., a land use planning

and consulting firm specializing in fand use consuiting and
site design for a variety of markets. His design experience
includes site feasibility analyses, zoning and subdivisior/

land development ordinance review and interpratation,

site layout, vehicle circulation and access design, site/lot
grading, landscape plans and lighting design. Other areas of
expertise are project permitting, including coordination ang
procurement of project approvals ranging frem zoning to
fand development to building permits. Mr. Davis has seven
years of design and construction experience and supplements
his career development with service to several professional
and community organizations. Most notably, he serves as
Co-Chair of PA/DE American Society of Landscape Architects

City of Easton - 500 Block of Northampton Street

{ASLA)'s Eastern Section, which strives to promote and grow
the profession of landscape architecture. He also supports
the revitalization and greening of his community as Chairman
of the Norristown Shade Tree Commission.

Susan D. Monaco Engelhardt
Manager, Giannasca Development

Ms. Engethardt has an 18-year professional history with
architecture, planning and construction firms throughout
the country. She has managed all phases of design and
construction of privately developed mixed use, retail and
over 2,500 multi-family housing units. Her portfolio is
balanced with more than 50 clients in the K-12 and higher
education field, including managing several successful public
referendums and writing countless Long Range Facilities
Plans. She is an expert legal and tachnical specification
writer, LEED AP-certified, and a renewable energy
professional. Ms. Engelhardt is a Certified Planning Official,
serving on her local Planning Board of Adjustments and
severzl master plan and redevelopment committees.

Anthony P Giacobbe
Principal, Red Qak Development Group, LLC

Mr. Giacobbe has built his career with extensive experience
in management and operaticns for several Fortune 500
companies and is the founder of Red Oak Development
Group with a primary focus on urban infill develcpment.
Prior to this, he was with Level3 Communications where

he was responsible for all New jersey facility operations
encompassing more than 300,000 sguare feet of high-tech
telecommunications commercial space. Mr. Giacobbe holds
a Bachelor of Science degree in Engineering from the United
States Merchant Marine Academy, Business Certification
from Columbia University, and is currently earning his
Executive Masters in Real Estate Development at Auburn
University.
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Todd J. Helmer
Vice President, TimHaahs & Assaciates

Mr. Helmer serves as Vice President for TimHaahs' Philadelphia
office which covers the Mid-Atlantic region. Recent
experience inciudes projects for the City of Easton, SEPTA,
Temple University, and the City of Hampton, VA, as wel;

as a variety of corporate, developer, transit, healthcare and
municipal clients. Mr. Helmer is an experienced Project
Manager, having worked with numercus municipalities to
identify effective downtown planning strategies, specifically
related to parking planning, integration and design. His
experience with downtown and campus planning brings a
unique perspective to the development process with a specific
focus on revitalization and redevelopment, whiie creating
atiractive, vibrant and econcmically healthy communities.

Richard Huffman, FAIA

Richard Huffman, FAIA, is an architect and city planner whe
is a recently retired partner in the naticnally known firm of
Wailace, Roberts & Todd. His experience includes urban
redevelopment projects in Washington, DC; Richmond, VA,
the City of New Orleans and many other major cities. He has
prepared master plans for over a dozen major universities
including Georgia Institute of Technology and Johns Hopkins
University and directed the criginal urban design plan for
Liberty Place in Philadelphia. Mr. Huffman has taught in

the graduate program in the School of Design at Penn and
lectured throughout the country. He s one of the original
founding members of ULl Philadelphia where he serves on the
Advisory Board and is responsible for overall program content
as well as several community outreach issues.

City of Easton - 500 Block of Northampton Street

Geoffrey P Lanza
President, Omland Engineering

Mr. Lanza is a Professional Engineer licensed in New lersey,
Pennsylvania and New York. He is also a NJ-icensed
Professional Planner as well as a L EED-accredited professional.
Mr. Lanza has over 30 years of experience in the design

and management of land development and redeveiopment
projects across various market sectors, including several
landmark projects throughout the region: Port Imperial, a
large 4,000-unit mixed-use development along the Hudsen
River in Weehawkan NJ and western New York; the Camden
Amphitheater (re-named the Susqueharna Bank Center); the
New Jersey Motarsports Park in Millville; the recent expansions
to the Borgata Hotel Casine in Atlantic City, and expansions
1o several regionai shopping malls. Mr. Lanza has been active
in many professional and cormmunity organizations and is a
member of the UL Philadelphiz Adviscry Board as & co-chair
of its South jersey Regional Sateflite; and mentors Philadelphia
figh-school students through the ACE Mentor Program.

Richard Linderman
President, Linderman Group Architects

Mr. Linderman, who formed his company in 1980, is an
architect registered in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York,
Ohio and Californiz and is certified by the National Council

of Architectural Registration Boards. He has over 50 years'
experience with commercial development design. Heisa
member of the International Building Code Councit which
certified him as an accessibility plans examiner and inspector
in 2003. He has also been certified by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania as an accessibility plans examiner and inspector
and also as a certified building code official. His projects
have ranged from restaurants to architectural coordinator

for $400 million in construction related to the expansion of
the Philadeiphia International Airport. Mr. Linderman is a
graduate of Carnegie Meflon University.  Mr. Linderman is
actively engaged in many organizations including UL, the
Chester Business Assaciation, Delaware County Literacy
Council, Nether Providence Historic Commission, the American
institute of Architects, Philadelphia Design Advocacy Group
and the Delaware County Coastal Zone Task Force.
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Michael Regina
Co-Founder, Big Sky Enterprises

Mr. Regina is co-founder of Big Sky Enterprises, a leading
commercial real estate development and design-build firm
founded in 2003 which strategizes, executes and oversees
all aspect of the company’s proprietary Project Development
Life Cycte to provide clients with single professional contact-
point control. As a key company executive with 20 years of
industry experience and expertise, he strategizes, oversees
and performs multiple mission critical initiatives for Big Sky.
when not fostering personal and professional community
development, he can be found on the field coaching his son’s
baseball and football teams.

Laura Seaman
Project Manager, Redevelopment Authority of The City
of Philadelphia

Ms. Seaman is the Northeast Philadeiphia project manager
for the Redevelopment Authority of the City of Philadelphia
(RDA). In this position she helps navigate blighted
properties into the RDA's inventory and optimize them

for redevelopment. Prior to joining the RDA in 2007, Ms.
Seaman managed a home rehabilitation program for Pecple’s
Emergency Center Community Developmant Corporation

in West Philadelphia. Ms. Seaman received her master's
degree in City and Regional Planning with an emphasis on
community and economic development and her bachelor's
degrea in Urban Studies from the University ¢f Pennsylvania.

Adam M. Silverman
Attorney, Cozen O'Connor

Mr. Sitverman joined Cozen Q'Connor's Phitadelphia office
in 2009 as a member in the Business Law Department. A
member of the Real Estate Practice Group, he concentrates
his practice in the area of commercial real estate and related
transactions. Mr. Silverman has represented a variety of
regional and national developers ir a wide array of matters,
including the development of high rise office towers,
shopping centers, warehouses and mixed use deveiopments,

City of Easton - 500 Block of Northampton Street

as well as portfolic acquisitions, joint ventures and merger
fransactions. He also represents lenders and borrowers in
matiers ranging from structured project finance to secured
and securitized Joan transactions. Mr. Silverman is a member
of the PA and NJ Bars and is a member of the American Bar
Association, the Philadelphia Bar Association and ULI. He
earned his undergraduate degree from George Washington
University and his law degree from Temple University.

Christophe P. Terlizzi
Senior Vice President, First Niagara Bank

M. Terlizzi is Senior Vice President at First Niagara Bank
whers he is regional manager for commercial real estate
covering the mid-Atlantic and New England areas, managing
a team of 14 professionals and a loan portfolic of $1.5
billion in commercial real estate. Mr. Terlizzi has more than
30 years of experience in his profession and was previously
associated in similar capacities with UJB/Summit/Fleet and
Citizens Bank as Executive Vice President for Commercial Real
Estate Lending. Mr. Terlizzi is immediate past Chair of UL
Philadelphia and currently chairs its Governance Committee.

Michael R. Ytterberg
Principal, BLT Architects

Mr. Yiterberg has 30 years of experience in the
masterplanning and architectural design of large-scale

mixed use, residential, hospitality, corporate and academic
projects. Collaborating with clients on diverse projects from
the scale of a private home to a $4.8 billion casino resort,

he fhas won numerous awards and has been featured in
national publications. Mr. Yiterberg's work focuses on critical -
thought and inclusiveness that bridges academic discipline
and popular culture. An unusual aspect of his background
are his early studies in theater including a year exploring
numan movement and space design at the Jacques Lecoq
School in Paris, France. He holds 3 Ph.D. from the University
of Pennsylvania and, zs a professor of architectural and urban
history, theory, and design, has demonstrated a life-long
commitment to research and publicgtion.
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Michael Regina
Co-Founder, Big Sky Enterprises

Mr. Regina is co-founder of Big Sky Enterprises, a leading
commercial real estate developrnent and design-build firm
founded in 2003 which strategizes, executes and oversees
all aspect of the company's proprietary Project Development
Life Cycle to provide clients with single professional contact-
point control. As a key company executive with 20 years of
industry experience and expertise, he strategizes, oversees
and performs multiple mission critical initiatives for Big Sky.
When not fostering personal and prefessional community
development, he can be found on the field coaching his son's
baseball and footbail teams.

Laura Seaman
Project Manager, Redevelopment Autharity of The City
of Philadelphia

Ms. Seaman is the Northeast Philadelphia project manager
for the Redevelopment Authority of the City of Philadelphia
{RDA}. In this position she helps navigate blighted
properties into the RDA' inventory and optimize them

for redevelopment. Prior to joining the RDA in 2007, Ms.
Seaman managed a home rehabilitation program for People’s
Emergency Center Community Development Corporation

in West Philadelphia. Ms. Seaman received her master’s
degree in City and Regional Planning with an emphasis on
community and economic development and her bachelor's
degree in Urban Studies from the University of Pennsylvania.

Adam M, Silverman
Attorney, Cozen O'Connor

Mr. Silverman joined Cozen C'Connor's Philadelphia office
in 2009 as a member in the Business Law Department. A
member of the Real Estate Practice Group, he concentrates
his practice in the area of commercial real estate and related
transactions. Mr. Silverman has represented a variety of
regional and national developers in a wide array of matters,
including the development of high rise cffice towers,
shopping centers, warehouses and mixed use developments,

City of Easton - 500 Block of Northampton Street

as well as portfolio acquisitions, joint ventures and merger
transactions. He also represents lenders and horrowers in
matters ranging from structured project finance to secured
and securitized loan transacticns. Mr. Silverman is 2 member
of the PA and NJ Bars and is a member of the American Bar
Association, the Philadelphia Bar Association and ULl He
earned his undergraduate degree frem George Washington
University and his law degree from Temple University.

Christophe P. Terlizzi
Senior Vice President, First Niagara Bank

Mr. Terlizzi is Senior Vice President at First Niagara Bank
where he is regional manager for commercial real estate
covering the mid-Atlantic and New England areas, managing
a team of 14 professionals and a loan portfolio af $1.5

billion in commercial real estate. Mr. Terlizzi has more than
30 years of experience in his profession and was previously
associated in similar capacities with UIB/Summit/Fleet and
Citizens Bank as Executive Vice President for Commercial Real
Estate Lending. Mr. Terlizzi is immediate past Chair of ULI
Philadelphia and currently chairs its Governance Committee,

Michael R. Ytterberg
Principal, BLT Architects

Mr_ Ytterberg has 30 years of experience in the
masterplanning and architectural design of large-scale

mixed use, residential, hospitality, corporate and academic
projects. Collaborating with clients on diverse projects from
the scale of a private home to a $4.8 billion casino rescrt,

he has won numerous awards and has been featured in
national publications. Mr. Yiterberg's work focuses on critical
thought and inclusiveness that bridges academic discipline
and popular culture. An unusual aspect of his background
are his early studies in theater including a year exploring
human movement and space design at the Jacques Lecog
School in Paris, France. He holds a Ph.D. from the University
of Pennsylvania and, as a professor of architectural and urban
history, theary, and design, has demonstrated 3 life-long
commitment to research and publication.
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ENGINEERING COMPANY

‘Re: “'WEST WALL TIE BACK
507 NORTHAMPTON ST.
EASTON, PA 18042

September 22, 2015

Kevin Santos Esq;
680 Wolf Avenie
Easton, PA 18042

Dear Mr, Santos,

On Tuesday, September 22, 2015 T visited the site to view the roof levet wall tie-backs which
had previously been mspccted and had been deemed to be incorrectly installed. My inspection
revealed that repairs have since been made, and the tie-backs at this location are now
acceptably installed and are in keeping with the original wall tie-back requirements. The
second and third floor wall tie-backs were previously inspected and approved per our-June 12,
2012 Ietter.

If you should have any: questions regarding this letter or you wish to discuss matters in detail,
please. do-not hesitate to contact me.

Very truly yours,

Pariy & Lentz Engineering.Co.

Matthew J. Baumgardt, P.E.

Pany-& Lentz Engineering Company
609 Hamiilton. Strest « Allentawn, PA 18101
PHONE: 610/433-1634 » FAX: 610/433-1636
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CITY OF EASTON
PENNSYLVANIA
Department of Code Enforcement fax 610-250-6724
1 South 8 St., 8™ Floor, Easton PA 18042 ph. 610-250-6607
codescounter(@easton-pa.gov

July 29, 2015

Church Development Corp
26 N. Fifth Street
Easton, PA 18042

RE: 505-507 Northampton Street Existing Structures Code Violations

Dear Sir or Ma'am:

This letter shall serve as your final notice of violation for the above referenced property. Numerous
notices of violation have been issued over several years with little improvement. Although there have
been indications through meetings and letters that there was some intent to correct the violations, a
limited amount of work had been done. A November 4, 2014 email had indicated that there was to be
some results from your efforts and the City has not seen or received evidence of such. The following
are the continued violations of The BOCA National Existing Structures Code/1987, as amended:

1. ES-301.1 Sanitation: All exterior property areas and premises shall be maintained in a clean,
safe and sanitary condition free from any accumulation of rubbish or garbage. Properly
dispose of rubbish or garbage.

2. ES-301.5 Public Areas: all sidewalks, steps, driveways, parking spaces and similar paved
areas for public use shall be kept in a proper state of repair, free of all snow, ice, mud,
overhanging trees and shrubs which obstruct walkways, and other debris and shall be
maintained free of hazardous conditions. If any sidewalk or driveway or portion thereof by
virtue of its state of repair shall constitute a danger to public health and safety, the sidewalk or
driveway or portion thereof shall be replaced. Steps shall comply with the requirements for
exterior stairs. Repair, replace and maintain all public areas of the property at the front, side,

rear and in between the buiidings.

3. ES-301.6 Weeds: All lots shall be maintained free from weeds or plant growth in excess of 10
inches. All noxious weeds shall be prohibited. Weeds shall be defined as all grasses, annual
plants and vegetation other than trees or shrubs provided, however this term shall not include
cultivated flowers and gardens. Cut and maintain grass and weeds below 10 inches. There is
plant growth in violation on the side of the structure and growing up the wall.

4. ES-302.1.1 Street numbers: Each structure to which a street number has been assigned shall
have the number so assigned displayed in a position easily observed and readable from the
public right of way. All numbers shall be in Arabic figures at least 3 inches (76 mm) high and
1/2 inch (13 mm) wide. Install the required street numbers.
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5. ES-302.2 Structural members: Al supporting structural members of all structures shall be kept
structurally sound, free of deterioration and maintained capable of safely bearing the dead and
live loads imposed upon them. Repair or repiace and maintain all structural members that can
no longer support the loads imposed. Deterioration of the structural components has led to
numerous cracks, shifting of building components and a dangerous condition.

6. ES-302.3 Exterior surfaces (foundations, walls and roofs) (amended): Every foundation
exterior wall, roof and all other exterior surfaces shall be maintained in a workmanlike state of
maintenance and repair and shall be kept in such condition as to exclude rats. if any exterior
surface of a structure has been previously surface coated with paint, stain or other similar
material, such exterior surface must be maintained thereafter in a condition free of cracking,
peeling, chipping, or other deterioration of such surface coating. Repair or replace and
maintain all exterior surfaces. There is-deterioration of the exterior walls which have an
unmaintained and incomplete building envelope, exposing softer brick to the elements.

7. ES-302.3.3 Roofs and drainage: The roof shall be structurally sound, tight, and not have
defects which might admit rain. Roof drainage shall be adequate to prevent rain water from
causing dampness or deterioration in the walls or interior portion of the building. Roof water
shall not be discharged in a manner that created a nuisance to owners or occupants of
adjacent premises, or that creates a public nuisance. Repair or replace and maintain the roof
and drainage. The roofing system and drainage system are incomplete, which may admit rain

and the roof water is not discharged as required.

8. ES-302.4 Window and door frames: Every window, door and frame shall be constructed and
maintained in such relation to the adjacent wall construction so as to be weather tight. Repair
or replace and maintain all of the window and door frames. All of the frames are deteriorated,
are not weather tight and the surfaces are not protected from deterioration.

9. ES-302.4.1 Weather-tight: Every window and exterior door shall be fitted reasonably in its
frame to be weather-tight. Weather stripping shall be used to exclude wind or rain from
entering the dwelling or structure and shall be kept in sound condition and good repair.
Provide weather-tight windows and doors to exclude wind or rain from entering the structure.

10.ES-302.4.2 Glazing: Every required window:sash shall be fully supplied with approved glazing
materials which are without open cracks and holes. Provide glazing free from cracks and

holes in all window sashes.

11.E8-302.4.4 Insect screens: During the period from April 1 to December 1 every door and
. window or other outside opening used for ventilation purposes serving any building containing
habitable rooms, food preparation areas, food service areas, or any areas where products
used in food for human consumption are processed, manufactured, packaged or stored, shall
be supplied with approved tight fitting screens of not less than 16 mesh per inch and every
swinging screen door shall have a self-closing device in good working condition. Instatl and

maintain the required screens.

12.ES-302.4.5 Door hardware: Every exterior door and its hardware shall be maintained in good
condition. Door locks on all doors entering dwelling units shall be in good repair and capable
of tightly securing the door. Install and maintain the required door hardware.

13.ES-303.3 Interior surfaces: Floors, walls (including windows and doors), ceilings, and other
interior surfaces shall be maintained in good, clean and sanitary condition. Peeling paint,
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cracked or loose plaster, decayed wood and other defective surface conditions shall be
eliminated. Repair or replace and maintain the interior surfaces that are not in a clean and

sanitary condition.

14.ES-303.4 Free from dampness (amended): In every building, basements, cellars, basements
and crawl spaces shall be maintained reasonably free from dampness to prevent conditions
conducive to decay or deterioration of the structure. The floors and walis shall be impervious
to leakage of underground or surface runoff water and protected against dampness in an
approved manner. The floors shall be constructed of material which conforms to the
provisions of the Building Code. Properly seal and make weather-tight the structure to

maintain an interior free from dampness.

15.ES-303.5 Sanitation: The interior of every structure shall be maintained in a clean and sanitary
condition free from any accumulation of rubbish, refuse or garbage. Rubbish, garbage and
other refuse shall be properly kept inside temporary storage facilities as required under Section
ES-801.0. Properly dispose of all rubbish, garbage and refuse from the interior of the

structure.

16.ES-303.5.1 Storage: Garbage or refuse shall not be allowed to accumulate 'or be stored in
public halls or stairways. Properly dispose of all rubbish, garbage and refuse from the interior

of the structure.

17.ES-303.6 Insect and rat harborage: All structures shall be kept free from insect and rat
infestation, and where insects or rats are found, they shall be promptly exterminated by
approved processes which will not be injurious to human health. After extermination, proper

precautions shall be taken to prevent re-infestation. Properly seal and make tight the structure
to prohibit the infestation of insects or rats.

18.E8-303.7 Exit doors: Every door available as an exit shall be capable of being opened easily
from the inside and without the use of a key. Properly install and maintain the required
hardware in exit doors.

18.E5-506.1 General: An approved system of storm water disposal shali be provided and
maintained for the safe and efficient drainage of roofs and paved areas, yards and courts, and
other open areas on the premises. Properly install and maintain a system to properly dispose

of storm water.

The above list is not all inclusive; an interior inspection had not been conducted, additional violations
may exist. Please be advised that this letter is being provided to the Health Department, Planning

and Zoning Department and the Fire Department for review. Each of the aforementioned
departments may send additional violation notices with additional violations. Furthermore, most of
the corrections require permits and the location of the structure requires that many of the repairs
receive a Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic District Commission. Please contact the
Department of Code Enforcement to apply for the approvals and permits.

Continued non-compliance with the provisions of The BOCA National Existing Structures Code/1987,
as amended and any other City codes or ordinances may result in the property being Certified as
Blighted, and closed as unfit for human occupancy.

You shall have thirty (30) days to correct the violations. Any person, firm or corporation who shall
violate any provision of this code shall, upon conviction thereof, be subject to a fine not exceeding
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'~ $1,000.00 and costs, or imprisonment for a term not to exceed 90 days, or both, at the discretion of
the court. Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been served, in accordance with
the terms and provisions hereof, shall be deemed a separate offense.

Any person affected by a notice of violation issued in connection with the enforcement of any
provision of this code or of any rule or regulation adopted pursuant thereto, may request and shall be
granted a hearing before the Property Maintenance Review Board of Appeals. Please sece the

enclosed right to appeal information.

Should you have any questions, please contact the Department of Code Enforcement.

Regards,

Sl AQQ.

Stephen T. Nowroski
Chief Code Administrator

Cc:  Carl Manges, Chief Planner
John Price, Deputy Fire Chief
Joseph Gill, Chief Health Administrator
file
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PENNSYLVANIA

Department of Code Enforcement

Office of Residential Rental Properties Licensing and Inspection
Third Floor, One South Third Street, Easton, PA 18042

Phone 610-250-6725 Fax 610-250-6607

Church Redevelopment Corp
28 N 5t Street
Easton, PA 18042

CERTI HED MAIL #7015 1520 0003 5593 4811 and R WLAR
August 31, 2015

Dear President Eugene Lattig,

Due to a recent complaint regarding your property, I have reviewed your
rental property files, which revealed an inspection was conducted in
2010 and the violations had not been abated and therefore your
properties remain unlicensed.

According to our ordinance, you shall not operate the building without &
valid rental license.

An alarm inspection report has expired on August 31, 2013. An
inspection of your Fire Alarm is required annually and the report must
be submitted to me in 30 days.

Also, a rental inspection is scheduled for September 17, 2015 at
10:00am. You or your property manager is required to attend this
inspection. You must inform your tenants.

Failure to not attend this appointment will result in immediate closing of
the property.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact this
office.

Thanks,

Kimbialy L\Jacpbx/@g

Kimberly Wagner
Rental Compliance Officer.
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September 11, 2013

Code Violation Complaint

Re: 509/511 Northampton Street; remaining portion of east wall

The demolition initiated on or about 1994 on the above mentioned lot needs to be
cmpleted in full per city code as referred in the attached demolition permit application

Lt was submitted and approved for said property (see. Attachment A); the record does
{ contain a final inspection. The exposed wall on 505/507 must be secured and all
Lictural repairs / aesthetics and historic elements restored pursuant to city code. with all
sts borne by the property owner of 5007511 Northampton Street: the letter of then City
sst. Chief Engineer Tom Castronuova. dated March 14. 1994 demonstrates that the City
s had knowledge of the incomplete demolition (see. Attachment B). We regret that
e City has not recognized and pursued this long outstanding demoalition inspection and

reguest that they foilow through as required by applicable city code(s). Any questions

barding ownership of 506/511 wall are satisfied by the attached certified land plot
rvey. establishing that the wall sits squarely and fully on the 5097311 Northampton
reet lot (see. Attachment C). We request that this be done within the next 30 days.
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Attachment A
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CITY COF EASTON - APPICATION FOE DEMOLITION PERMIT

ol apppEss:_SCA - S5 M ()ip.g"i\”\ami’jhzﬂ <t Fgatdon P)A /801%;3-

owser: Mo Michae | Tk appress: 1L N 4554 pronE: 256~ 9!

commcmﬁ.-#fag@fg(’ L nes lng ADDRESS: s Cﬁﬁavaaﬁ@*? PHONE: (90!~ F00
Ao &Z?Qf@ﬁ' o7 T Y P

cIily OF EASTON BUSINESS LICENSE NUMBER: 225 )

NUMBER OF STORES :o/Bu.ldin l.TYPE OF consTRUCTION  Bar 1ot

DIMENSIONS OF BUILDING: 23 x 50 TOTAL SQUARE FEET: 94500

DATE OF ACTUAL PEMGLTION TO BEGIN: i)fCJ :3. “%q-ﬁ

HINARY ARRANGENENTS FOR ISSUANCE OF

DEMOLITION PERHIT

FRELT

by

NCE WAMING THE ACITY OF EASTON

INGURANCE COMPANY NAME: Lriult S UG

CERTIFICATE OF INSURA

70 |THIS APPLICATION.

UTILITY RELEASES: <
RET-ED YES: NO: DATE
WG I YES: NO: DATE
BCLL TELEPHONE NO. YES: K NO: DATE
DJOINING FPROP. CRN¥ERS YES: NO: DATE

A R I
(NOTIFICATION OF INTENT TO RAZE AND STATEMENT OF AGREENENT

‘o poLrcy mo. AMWCORCYILE

* AS A HOLDER HUST BE ATTACHED

NOTIFIED: [,;_,{{ g[ 73

NOTIFIED:

worIFiep: 124|493

NOTIFIED:
OF PROFOSE

REGTORATION FPLANS.  (SEE spr - GENERAL REQUIREFENTS)

SEWER DISCORNECT YES: _,L(_H__ NO: DATE NOTIFIED:

BUREAL OF WATER YES: K NO: DATE NOTIFIED: (! 30/93
DATE:

DISCONNECT ! _ -

_DATE:

WATER METER: —e———

FIRE HYDRAKNT C NNECTION FOR WETTING DOWN:

e
CNTRACTOR/AUTHDRIZED AGENT

DATE
Wee|92
DATE
YES: X NO:

BUREAY OF INGPECTIONS: 1) FROVIDED GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
5) OTHER REGUIRENENTS
2) HISTORIC DISTRICT
(IF YES,
HAS PROPERTY BEEN CLEARED)
APEROVED!, X__ﬁ___ﬁ, DATE

. szh ez

DAT

DINSAPPROVED

BUILDING INSPECTOR!:

cd: EASTON POLICE DEPARTHENT
ASTON FIRE DEPARTHENT
CITY ENGINEER
? ¥ o0 -
DATE ISSUED: PERNIT NO. H FeE: /0,7

REY, 9/93
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cITY OF EASTON
FOR: DEMOLITION OF STRUCTURE

GUIDE FOR SUBMISSION
AND REGULATIONS

APPLICATION - Form must he campleted in 1tsS entirety. All applicants must

iy with 511 Federal, State and Local Codes as it applies to the

DEMOLITION PERMIT FEE - The fee for &

Ccomp
Demolition of Structures. Before proceeding with this work, the Contractor
challl secure all necessary permits. ECvidence of compliance and payment of
any fpes shall be presented to the City as may be reguested.
REGUIRED INSPECTIONS -~ Section »ye, *5*, and *T". Tventy-four (24) hours
notice is reguired.

permit for the demolition or structure

shal
(28

In c©
shal

than

industrisl uses {Use Group D).

outs

the square foot has.' s,

feet

The
Just
migh

Befo

clean, in a sanitary manner,
clear

Heal

The

disc
wvate
shal
City
drsc
side
reqgu
wtil
Cont
resp
pave

The
util
repl
his

1| be Fifty ($50. 08/ pollars for the first 1,000 square feet, plus twenty
pe) doliars for each additionadl 1, ep@ sqguare feet or fraction thereof.
ompputing fees, & story higher than 18 feet and not more than 3@ feet

il be considered two stories; a story higher than 3¢ fest and not more

Yo feet shall hbe considered three stories except for ane story
The sguare feet area shall be based on

iHe dimensions of the structure. All fleoor aress shall be calculated on
except those aress with ceiling heights under five (5.

nr cravl spaces.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

or control to the catisfaction of the City &any

cpontractor shall prevent
especially that vhich

which may result from a8ny demolition operations,
t| result from the use of chutes.

re commencing demolition operations, the Contractor shall pump out and
all wells and cesspools within the areas to be

oo, and after disinfecting them as may be required by the Bureau of
nner hereinafter prescribed for backfilling.

th, shall fill them in & ME
dontractor shall, hefore staring demolition cperations, arrange for the
odrninection of, Or if permitted disconnect, all utility services including
electricity, telephone and severs. All disconnection

1l be i1n sccordance with the regulstions of the utility concerns. The
cha1l not be 1iable for any expense whatsoever for utility service
annections nor for the expense invelved 1in resurfacing streets,

valks, etic.. damaged oI removed as a result of utility severance made oOr
dsted to be made bY the Contractor. 7f disconnections of underground
ity services are required to be made in public thoroughfares, the

dAsctor shell comply with all local requirements and regulations

gcting the barricading of gtreets, the remove and restoration of

ent, and other pertinent matters.

r, gas. steam,

1 svold demaging sidewalks, streets, curbs, pavements,
dties, structures or any other property (Except that which is to be

ced or removed) either on or adjacent to the cite. He shall repair, at
wvn expense and inp a manner sstisfactory to the Building Inspector, any

ontractor shal

damage thereto caused by his aperations.
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pre-arrangements with adjoining property owners shall be made to restore any
exposed surfaces of adjolning properties sffected by the removal of any party

wvalls| or commonly chared parts of the structures. This shall include the
to create the continuity of structure/s &s

matching of materials in order
to arresting visible blight

well &s any other design considerations impertant
which| is sometimes cavsed by demolition.

The cpbntractor shall chore, brace, underpin, secure, and protect as may be
necessary all foundations 2nd other parts of structures to remain on the
projegt site or vhich are adjacent to or in the vicinity of the site and
which| may be in any way affected by this excavations or other cperstions, and
te enclose, face, reface, resgurface &ny exposed during the removal of any
work. This to be accomplished to the satisfaction of the Building Inspector,
The cbntractor shall axercise proper precaution at all times for the
proteption of persons and property and shall be responsible for all damages
to pepsons or property, either on or off the site, which occcur as a result of
his feult or negligence in connection with the prosecution of the work. The
safety provisions of applicable laws and BOCA bulilding and construction
codes| shall be obhserved and the contractor shall take or cause to be taken
such additicnal safety and health measures as the Building Inspector may
determine to be reasonably necessary. Machinery, equipment, and all hazards
shall be guarded in accordance with good safety practices,

The cpntractor shall provide sufficient competent day and night watchman
every| day, including Saturdays, Sundays, KHolidays ag may be required in

order| to insure safety.

Sidevglk bridge., if reguired, or anjy other special protection to be provided,
will be at the direction of the Building Inspector,

The cpntractor shall confine his equipment, storage of materisls and
demollition end site clearance cperations to the limit prescribed by
ordingnces or permits, or a8 may be directed by the Building Inspector and
shalll not ressonably encumber the premises vith hie salvaged material.

The contractor shall comply with the applicable lavs and ordinances governing
the disposal of materials, debris, rubbish and trash on or off the project
area, and shall commit no trespass on any public or private property in any
operation due to or connected with the demolition and site clearance.
Attention is called that disposal or demolition material will only be alloved
wherd spproved by the Department of Environmental KResources (DER) and
approved by the City of Eastan. NO EXCEFPTIONS.

The demolition of any structure shall be complete snd its cellar area, &s
vell lss all other subsurface areas within the limits of the permit, shall be
completely cleared of sll unstable or combustible material before &any
backflilling cperations may be started. The contractor shall, if necessary,
pump wout all cellars of all buildings, and shall remove all trash, furniture,
equifment, tanks, pumping and heating egquipment, boilers, piping, machinery
and all other iteme not suitable for backfilling. All basement floors shall
he brcken up into small sections with heavy hammer or maul. This work shall
be agproved by the Building Inspector. NOTE: INSPECTION REQUIRED.
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structures, incliuding building, sheds, platforms, steps, stoops and all
dental structures shall be domolished down L0 &
ance of one foot (i'e") below the existing adjacent ground level. All

disi

retdining walls chall be demolished and removed in thelir entirety, Except acs
dirdected by the guilding Inspector. Party between structures to be
deralizhed shall re removed to the level of adjacent valls. All masonry
wvalls shall be demolished Into small pieces. No piece larger than slXx (&)
incHes through 1s smallest diameter or more than twelve (12) inches long
shall be permitted 1n material used for backfilling subsurfsace areas.

No portions of walls above the elevation of the first floor and located

immadiately adjacent and pa

rallel to any street shall be rthrown", but shall

be Harred loose and demolished piecemeal.

All

floor construction shall be removed regardless of the elevation of the

locqdticn.

All

building Inspector.

and

trees and stumps shall be removed from the site at the direction of the
Trees to be preserved shall be protected against damage

chall be marked by & copspicuous sign or merk. 411 bushes and shrubs

shall be removed with the major portion of the root intact.

All
int

remdved to suhgrade, and the material shall bhe
wvhern
filling cellars and ot
straet paving n
curlls, walks,

or d
to 4 satisfactory and sa

the

All

includging asphalt, wvood, paper, rags,

matg

pleg
work.
exceg

The

Nao

=ving Tncluding patics, ~oncrete slabs, driveways, and walks and a1’
directed by the Building Inspector, ghall be
disposed of off-site, except
nspector permits use of acceptable masonry material for
her subsurface 38Ireas. Curbs, public eidewalks and

ot schedule for demolition area NOT toO be disturbed. All such
street paving, not scheduled for demelition, which are damaged
jeturbed by the contractor shall be restored by him, at his own expense<,
fe condition, at leagt equal to that at the start o

b
ricr streets, pxcept as

e the Building I

work,

unstahle and combustible material of every kind,

and plaster, &S well as incombustible
Lri51, including metal, ahandoned gutomobiles and machinery and large

ez of masonry will be removed from the ares during the process of the
lUpen completion of the work, the site will he free of all debris

pt rmateriasl used for hackfilling.

rubhbish, debris,

coentractor shall allow only suthorized person o0 the site of the vork.

vurrning will be permitted on the site. All combustible materials shall ke

disposed of by the contractor.

The
subs
a mi
surl]
suf
[agel: i}

contractor shall furnish all additional materials regquired for filling
rurface areas, including hosement cavities and any other holes, to within
nimum of 4" of the existing leveld and grade of the adjacent ground

b acoe., Said materials chall be of & quality scceptable to the city and a
ricient gquantity shall he on hand to ensure uninterrupted progress in
pleting the psckfilling: NOTE: INSPECTION REGUIRED. No unstable or

com
and
set

ﬁustible materials, such as wire, roots, plaster, wood or other ma

terial

debris that would prevent property consolidation or cause subsequent
tlement, will be permitted In the fill and any material encountered In the
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Attachment B
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Memorandum

To: Paul Singlev. Chief Code Administrator

cC: file

From: Thomas Castronuova, Asst. City Engineer ’T_:C
Date: March 14, 1994

Subject: 307 Northampton Street

This memo will verifi conditions that were observed during our site visit of
March 11, 1994,

The site visit was to investigate a report of the southwest corner of 507
Northampron Street separating from the structure.

Conditions noted were a solid tripe-wide brick wall pulling away from the
structure.  This may be due in part to the recent removal of 509 Northampton
Street building exposing the west elevation of 507 Northampton Street. This

wall was apparentl}f not weather prootfed or secured.

Corrective action should be taken to secure this southwest corner at the next

possible moment.

Further, I recommend closing off the sidewalk to pedestrians until the condition
is abated.
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SCALE: I"=5'

SITE DATA

PROPERTY LOCATION:
PROPERTY OWNER:
GIS PHN:

PARCEL ID:

DEED BOOK:

TAX AUTHORITY:

NOTES:

505-507 NORTHAMPTON STREET
CHURCH REDEVELOPMENT CORF.
5067-09-4718-9739

L9SE2A 8 40310

849, PG. 000503

CITY OF EASTON

1. DATE OF FIELD SURVEY: JUNE 2Q, 2013.

2. ATITLE SEARCH HAS NOT BEEN FURNISHED TO THE SURVEYOR.

3. THE PROPERTY MAY BE SUBJECT TO ANY EASEMENTS, RIGHTS OF WAY,
RESTRICTIONS, ETC. THAT ARE NOT SHOWN ON THIS PLAN OR ON RECORD.

4, AN ASSUMED BEARING DATUM WAS USED FOR THIS PLAN.

SURVEY PLAN
PLAN DATE PROJECT DEED REF.
6124113 505-507 NORTHAMPTON STREET 0849, PG. 0503
REVISIONS OWNER TAX MAP
CHURCH REDEVELOPMENT CORP. L9SESA 840310
SHT NO.
MUNICIPALITY CITY OF EASTON 1 of 1
COUNTY NORTHAMPTON COUNTY SCAE O NG,
STATE PENNSYLVANIA AS NOTED 3820
Arthur A. Swallow Associates - &\ . \ i
1003-1005 North 19th Street \v % 4 grjrs
Land Surveyars Aflentown, PA 18104 ...y::c;, Swallow, PLS Date
WWW.8a585Urvey.com 610-820-6470 - ﬂNX@;—Ol@N@u@@.&N ﬂu) mCOWNmNA zr_ omw&bww
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EXHIBIT M
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lehighvalleylive com

Easton fights blight at crumbling Rock Church properties
Rudy Miller | For lehighvalleylive.com By Rudy Miller | For lehighvalleylive.com

Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on September 10, 2015 at 11:19 AM, updated September 10, 2015 at 11:56 AM

When discussing one of the Rock Church's four properties eight years ago, attorney Kevin Santos said "We are as

equally tired of it being an eyesore as everyone else.”
"Tt's not fair to the State Theatre to look at that eyesore," he said five years ago.
"We made a promise and will follow through," Santos said four years ago about fixing up the properties.

But bricks are still crumbling. Windows are still boarded up. And walls are still in danger of tumbling at 501-507

Northampton St.
So the city issued 24 citations Wednesday to try to get the properties fixed,

"We are taking a zero-tolerance approach to these blighted properties,” Easton Mayor Sal Panto Jr. said at

Wednesday's city council meeting.

The church has owned the properties since 1979. Panto estimates the city has been trying to get them fixed up

for at least 20 years.

RELATED: Rock Church faces legal action from Easton over building, taxes

The city cited the church for failing to maintain door and window frames, failing to maintain the roof, failing to
maintain exterior surfaces of the property, failing to keep the properties structurally sou nd and free of
deterioration, failing to keep the property exteriors garbage free and failing to display the property street numbers.

Citations were issued on Sept. 1 and Sept. 8 for 501-503 Northampton St. and for the same dates for 505-507
Northampton St.

The mayor said the city will cite the properties each week until they're taken care of.

The city wrote in a $1,000 fine on each citation, but crossed it out because District Judge Antonia Grifo will set the

fine, Panto said. The judge will mail out the citations Thursday to the church, at which time the church can either

pay them or request a hearing.
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Attorney Kevin Santos, who represents the church, did not return a phone message. His father, the late Pastor
Samuel Santos, had a plan to secure the neighborhood by purchasing and upgrading properties,

Panto said it appears someone is living in 505-507 Northampton St. despite the unsafe conditions.
"It is a train wreck," Panto said.

The church came forward with renovation plans in 2007, then revised them periodicaily and asked for time
extensions. The city has repeatedly threatened to cite the church. Most recently it issued a citation for unsafe
sidewalks but withdrew it on April 15 with the hope that the church would fix them.

Panto said the church promised in November 2014 to provide an engineer's report on the buildings' structural

integrity.
"We're still waiting for it," he said. "There has been no cooperation.”
City Administrator Glenn Steckman had the properties appraised in the event the city seizes them.

The citations came the day after the city unveiled its West Ward Neighborhood Improvement Plan. Panto said

more citations will come for other blighted properties.
The Hooper House at 501 Northampton St. is among the oldest if not the oldest property in Easton.

Rudy Miller may be reached at rmiller@Iehighvalieylive.com. Follow him on Twitter @RudyMillerLV. Find

Easton area news on Facebook.

© 2015 lehighvalleylive.com. All rights reserved.
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Shift it to the interior of the building. That's

constructicn.

It'11 make the building -- as Ms. Bradley
brought up, there's a concern regarding the health,
long-term health of the building. Once it's puts to
% use, put the building to use, as consistent with the
§' quality of the city, absolutely, if that answers your
question, that we can dc, and that we can do pretty
quickly. Okay?

Now, as far as the outside of the building, as
far as what we're trying to work out, there are definite
cost concerns with respect to the church.

Now, as far as monies being availabie, I
helieve that -- I know personally I have been down the
road with certain members of the city. When there was
:.an application that was sent to my attention for

funding, facade funding, when I had made the request I
:-was told myself that no such funding was available from
ithe city, because, guote, unguote, there might be a
going on in that building.

Se when -- can I give you a time? I can't
.z time. Because unlike public entities,
entities are completely beholden to the
'gﬁﬁe of the individual members.

MR. PANTO: Then you need to do something. I

RADER REPORTING
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%ﬁ%@mg to St. Anthony's church. We sold our contents.
.§§:531d our building on the south side. If you can't
affgrd to maintain it, then you shouldn't own 1it. We
%éﬁ ~he same problem with the Catholic churches closing
iz sre diocese. St. Mike's just sold for $100, 000,
é&az‘s what you have to do.

MR. SANTCS: As you know, Mayor, there's a for
%#EE sign that's sitting on the two lots that are on
;ﬁﬁrthampton Street. They've been sitting there --

MR. PANTO: Well, that's -- don't you own that

MR. SANTOS: Absolutely not.

MR. PANTO: Who owns the other side?

MR. SANTOS: I know it's not owned by the
E&ﬂrch. There are three lots.

MR. PANTO: Correct. The middle lot is for

MR. SANTOS: The church owns two of those

There's a third lot there that is not owned by
. The Rock Church. And to answer that, the reason -- o<ne

af the reasons why the church has been having difficulty

-F i

RADER REPORTING
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SANTOS LAW GROUP, pc

137N 5 Street Mylgwyer@Santoslaw rovg.com
Aentovn, PATBIDZ E E T _
Teh BI-422-70 ‘ e

Fax: B0-432- 7208 & I
|rmigraticn - Criming! Defense - Emp
Lehigh Valley - Philadelphia - U.S. District Cour

Yl
CONFIDENTIAL 73 G
AL I

September 8, 2015 T2

Mayor Salvatore Panto

Glenn Steckman, City Administrator
City of Easton, -

Bureau of Codes and Inspections,
Bureau of Planning,

C/0 William K. Murphy, City Solicitor
127 N 4th St

PO Box 1087

Easton, PA 18042

RE: Notice of Claim PSFOIt Ly

Under the Federal Tort Claims Act (FTCA) and its state counterpart, 42,
Pa.C.S.A. 5522, you are hereby served with notice of tort based injury to the Rock
Church of Easton, Inc., Church Redevelopment Corporation (“CRC”) located at 26 North
5™ Street , Northampton County Easton Pennsylvania, including its members, associates,
agents and representatives, arising from, but not restricted to, the following actions by
Mayor Salvatore Panto, City Administrator Glenn Steckman, the City of Easton, Bureau
of Codes and Inspections, the Bureau of City Planning, Public Works - Engineering, and
the Historic District Commission “HDC?, located at One South Third Street Northampton
County, Easton Pennsylvania:

On July 1% 2013, a certified land plot survey confirmed that the remaining portion
of the east wall of the partially demolished building located at 509-511 Northampton
Street is physically located on the 509-511 property; which is not, nor has it ever been,
owned by the Rock Church or CRC. Said survey was delivered to the City on July 1,
2013 at the City Solicitor’s office.

Notwithstanding, the City of Easton, through its representatives, agents and
various bureaus, has, is and continues to aggressively demand completion of the
demolition and / or renovation of this remaining portion of the demolished building upon
threat of, in part, closing the property. This renovation demand by the City requires the
Church / CRC to trespass on the property of another to complete said demolition /
renovation of the remaining portion of east wall of the 509-511 property rather than
taking available municipal action to complete this demolition project that the City
initially prompted / ordered in 1993. The City’s negligent and otherwise tortious failure
to act is ongoing and pervasive; and has / continues to result in significant damage to the
west wall of the property at 505-507 Northampton Street. 505-507 Northampton Street is

5015 DL4O 0002 0337 LhELS
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owned by the Rock Church / CRC. 509-511 Northampton is owned by Anthony Jabbour
/ the Jabbour family.

On July 29, 2015 the City of Easton Code office executed another code audit
regarding 505/507 Northampton Street - following offers of purchase by third parties -
demanding in part, that all exterior surfaces be repaired notwithstanding the above
evidence of non-ownership of the east wall of 509-511 Northampton street and, the Code
Office’s 9/26/2011 letter ordering removal of the fagade thereto and subsequent verbal
stop work order. On August 31, 2015 the City Code office forwarded a follow up letter,
citing a “complaint regarding the property” and demanding a rental property inspection
on September 17, 2015' because “the violations {have] not been abated”. On September
9, 2015, Mayor Salvatore Panto held a press conference stating that Rock Church and
CRC property was not being maintained citing code violations, notwithstanding the
above information and additional exculpatory records held by the city code office and
known to the mayor — members of the Rock Church have been receiving calls from the
media seeking confirmation of the Mayor’s statements to the press.

All above is known by the City as part of the City’s document record; nonetheless
I have attached copies of the latest documents, including a spoliation notice. It is clear
that the City has no intention of abating its conduct in this matter, so please be advised
that undersigned counsel presents this notice of full intent to initiate a civil action for the
following, but not limited to, causes of action:

e 42USC1983/1985/1986
s 18 USC 1962 / 1964 -Racketeering Influences & Corrupt Organizations
e 42 USC 2000 - Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act
¢ Civil Conspiracy
o Abuse of Process
e Breach of Fiduciary Duty
e Tortious Interference with Contractual Relations
+ Negligence
e TFalse Light
! ) 1i cr \r}
T
Kevin §. Santos, Sr., Esq.
Santos Law Group, pc

137 N. 5™ Street
Allentown, Pa 18102

! Courteously rescheduled to 9/24/2015 by Ms. Kimberly Wagner because of scheduling conflicts.
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ERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

CERTIFICATE OF SERVIC Y

I hereby certify that [ have served a true and correct copy of this Notice of Claim

to the persons listed below at noted hereafter:

Mayor Salvatore Panto, Jr.
1 South Third St, 3" Floor
Easton, Pa 18042
(Facsimile and Certified Mail)

Glenn Steckman, City Administrator
1 South Third St, 3" Floor
Faston, Pa 18042
(Certified Mail)

Bureau of Codes and Inspections,
1 South Third St, 3 Floor
Easton, Pa 18042
(Certified Mail)

Bureau of Planning,
1 South Third St, 3™ Floor
Easton, Pa 18042
(Certified Mail)

City of Easton
C/O William K. Murphy, City Solicitor
Herster, Newton & Murphy
127 N 4th St
PO Box 1087
Easton, PA 18042
(Facsimile and Certified Mail)

‘Ke\a'\n SH. Saﬁtc:si, Sr, Esquire
oaln
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KEVIN SAMUEL SANTOS

| ATTORNEY AT LAW
137N Sth St o i Mylawyer@Santalawbroup.com
Allentown PATRIDZ \ FiA ww.Santoskawiroup.com
Te: B0-432-7200 baddy g Licensed in Permsylvania
Fax: BI0-432-7208

Lahigh Vallay - Bhiladelphia - U3, District ourt; £.0./1.0. PA,

CONFIDENTIAL

9/8/2015
Via Facsimile and Certified Mail

City of Easton,

Bureau of Codes and Inspections,
Bureau of Planning,

Rental Compliance

C/O William K. Murphy, City Solicitor
Herster, Newton & Murphy

127 N 4th St

PO Box 1087

Easton, PA 18042

RE: SPOLIATION NOTICE;

Rock Church of Easton, Inc.; Church Redevelopment Corp “CRC”.
V.
City of Easton; Mayor Salvatore “Sal” Panto, Jr.;
City Administrator, Gregory Steckman; City of Easton, Bureau of Codes and
Inspections, Bureau of City Planning, Public Works - Engineering and Historic
District Commission

Dear Sir / Madam:

By this letter, you are hereby given notice not to destroy, conceal or alter any paper or
electronic files and other data generated by and/or stored on your client's computers
and storage media (e.g., hard disks, floppy disks, backup tapes), or any other electronic
data, such as voice mail, As you know, your failure to comply with this notice can result
in severe sanctions being imposed by the Court fand liability in tort} for spoliation of
evidence or potential evidence.

Through discovery we expect to obtain from you a number of documents and things,
including files stored on your computers and your computer storage media. As part of
our initial discovery efforts, you will receive initial interrogatories and requests for
documents and things.

In order to avoid spoliation, you will need to provide the data requested on the original
media. Do not reuse any media to provide this data.
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Although we may bring a motion for an order preserving documents and things from
destruction or alteration, your obligation to preserve documents and things for
discovery in this case arises in law and equity independently from any order on such
motion.

 Electronic documents and the storage media on which they reside contain relevant,
discoverable information beyond that which may be found in printed documents.
Therefore, even where a paper copy exists, we will seek all documents in their electronic
form along with information about those documents contained on the media. We also
will seek paper printouts of only those documents that contain unique information after
they were printed out (such as paper documents containing handwriting, signatures,
marginalia, drawings, annotations, highlighting and redactions) along with any paper
documents for which no corresponding electronic files exist.

Our discovery requests will ask for certain data on the hard disks, floppy disks and
backup media used in your cemputers, some of which data are not readily available to
an ordinary computer user, such as #deleted” files and “file fragments.” As you may
know, although a user may “erase” or “delete” a file, all that is really erased is a
reference to that file in a table on the hard disk; unless overwritten with new data, a
#deleted” file can be as intact on the disk as any “active” file you would see in a
directory listing.

Courts have made it clear that all information available on electronic storage media is
discoverable, whether readily readable (“active”) or “Jeleted” but recoverable. See, e.g.,
Easley, McCaleb & Assocs., Inc. v. Perry, No. E-2663 (Ga. Super. Ct. July 13, 1994;
“deleted” files on a party’s computer hard drive held to be discoverable, and plaintiff’s
expert was allowed to retrieve all recoverable files); Santiago v. Miles, 121 F.R.D. 636,
640 (W.D.N.Y. 1988; a request for “raw information in computer banks” was proper and
obtainable under the discovery rules); Gates Rubber Co. v. Bando Chemical Indus., Ltd.,
167 F.R.D. 90, 112 (D. Colo. 1996; mirror-image copy of everything on a hard drive “the
method which would yield the most complete and accurate results,” chastising a party’s
expert for failing to do so); and Northwest Airlines, Inc. v. Teamsters Local 2000, et al.,
163 LRRM. (BNA) 2460, (USDC Minn. 1999); court ordered image-copying by
Northwest's expert of home computer hard drives of employees suspected of
orchestrating an illegal “sick-out” on the Internet).

Accordingly, electronic data and storage media that may be subject to our discovery
requests and that you are obligated to maintain and not alter or destroy, include but are
not limited to the following:

Introduction: description of files and file types sought

All digital or analog electroric files, including “deleted” files and file fragments, stored
in machine-readable format on magnetic, optical or other storage media, including the
hard drives or floppy disks used by your computers and their backup media (e.g., other
hard drives, backup tapes, floppies, Jaz cartridges, CD-ROMs) or otherwise, whether
such files have been reduced to paper printouts or not. More specifically, you are to
preserve all of your e-mails, both sent and received, whether internally or externally; all
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word-processed files, including drafts and revisions; all spreadsheets, including drafts
and revisions; all databases; all CAD (computer-aided design) files, including drafts and
_ revisions; all presentation data or slide shows produced by presentation software (such

as Microsoft PowerPoint); all graphs, charts and other data produced by project
management software (such as Microsoft Project); all data generated by calendaring,
task management and personal information management (PIM) software (such as
Microsoft Outlook or Lotus Notes); all data created with the use of personal data
~ assistants (PDAs), such as PalmPilot, HP Jornada, Cassiopeia or other Windows CE-
based or Pocket PC devices; all data created with the use of document management
software; all data created with the use of paper and electronic mail logging and routing
software; all Internet and Web-browser-generated history files, caches and “cookies”
files generated at the workstation of each employee and/or agent in your employ and
on any and all backup storage media; and any and all other files generated by users
through the use of computers and/or telecommunications, including but not limited to
voice mail. Further, you are to preserve any log or logs of network use by employees or
otherwise, whether kept in paper or electronic form, and to preserve all copies of your
backup tapes and the software necessary to reconstruct the data on those tapes, so that
there can be made a complete, bit-by-bit “mirror” evidentiary image copy of the storage
media of each and every personal computer (and/or workstation) and network server in
your control and custody, as well as image copies of all hard drives retained by you and
no longer in service, but in use at any time from November 1993 to the present.

You are also not to pack, compress, purge or otherwise dispose of files and parts of files
unless a true and correct copy of such files is made.

You are also to preserve and not destroy all passwords, decryption procedures
(including, if necessary, the software to decrypt the files); network access codes, ID
names, marnuals, tutorials, written instructions, decompression or reconstruction
software, and any and all other information and things necessary to access, view and (i
necessary) reconstruct the electronic data we will request through discovery.

1. Business Records: All documents and information about documents containing
backup and/or archive policy and/or procedure, document retention policy, names of
backup and/ or archive software, names and addresses of any offsite storage provider.

a. All e-mail and information about e-mail (including message contents, header
information and logs of e-mail system usage) sent or received by the following
persons:

1. Mayor Salvatore Panto; 10. Daniele Holland;

2. Glen Steckman 11. Paul L. Singley

3. Becky Bradley; (deceased)

4. Brian Gish; 12. Thomas Castronova;
5. Cindy Cawley; 13. Kimberly Wagner

6. Stephen T. Nowroski 14. Carl Manges

7. Keith George 15. John Price

8. Penny Wolf; 16. Joseph Gill

9. Diane Reynolds;
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17.

any and all other

employees, agents, or
representatives of the
Bureau of Codes and

_ Inspections, Rental

Compliance, Bureau of
City Planning, Public
Works - Engineering,

and the Historic District
Commission “HDC”
whose communications
involve, directly or
indirectly, the Rock
Church of Easton or
Church Redevelopment
Corporation.

b. All other e-mail and information about e-mail (including message contents,
header information and logs of e-mail system usage) containing information
about or related to:

e A S

9.
10,

11.
12.

13.
14.
15,

505/507 Northampton Street;
501/503 Northampton Street;
509-511 Northampton Street;
513-515 Northampton Street;
517-519 Northampton Street;
26 N 5% Street(Rock Church);
10 N 5t Street;

All other property owned by
the Rock Church &/or CRC;
the Rock Church of Easton;
Church Redevelopment
Corporation;

Pastor Christopher Santos;
Rev. Samuel Santos
(deceased);

Rev. Arlene Santos

Kevin 5. Santos

Eugene Lattig

16.

17.

18.

19.

ULI Philadelphia Technical
Assistance Program and related city
development, as well as any
development project pertaining to,
mvolving, or projected to be on any
property owned by Rock Church or
CRC (i.e. development plans,
drawings, models, projects, etc.);
demolition project at 517-519
Northampton Street (including any
reference to or association with the
“west wall”);

Repairs / renovations to 501 & 505-
507 Northampton Street;

any and all other members,
employees, agents, or
representatives of the Rock Church
of Easton and Church
Redevelopment Corporation .

c. All databases (including all records and fields and structural information in such
databases), containing any reference to and/ or information about or related to:

Information referenced in Section 1.b. above.

d. Alllogs and minutes of activity/ meetings (both in paper and electronic formats)

on compu
logs!)that have or may have been used to
containing information about or related to:

ter systems and networks (including social network database and

process or store electronic data

Information referenced in Section 1.b. above.

' Facebook and MySpace account information and public postings, private messages, etc. shall not be

edited or deleted.
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e. All word processing files, including prior drafts, “deleted” files and file
fragments, containing information about or related to:

Information referenced in Section 1.b. above.

f. With regard to electronic data created by application programs which process
financial, accounting and billing information, all electronic data files, including
prior drafts, “deleted” files and file fragments, containing information about or
related to: :

Information referenced in Section 1.b. above.

g. All files, including prior drafts, “deleted” files and file fragments, containing
information from electronic calendars and scheduling programs regarding or
related to:

Information referenced in Section 1.b. above.

h. All electronic data files, including prior drafts, “deleted” files and file fragmenits
about or related to:

Information referenced in Section 1.b. above.

. All hard copy documents of business records, filings, complaints, citations,
notices, code audit, directives, memorandums, minutes and responses, including
information about said documentary records, filings, complaints, notices and
responses about and related to:

Information referenced in Section 1.b above.

2. Online Data Storage on Mainframes and Minicomputers: With regard to online
storage and/or direct access storage devices attached to your mainframe computers
and/or minicomputers: they are not to modify or delete any electronic data files,
“deleted” files and file fragments existing at the time of this letter's delivery, which meet
the definitions set forth in this letter, unless a true and correct copy of each such
electronic data file has been made and steps have been taken fo assure that such a copy
will be preserved and accessible for purposes of this litigation.

3. Offline Data Storage, Backups and Archives, Floppy Diskettes, Tapes and Other
Removable Electronic Media: With regard to all electronic media used for offline
storage, including magnetic tapes and cartridges and other media that, at the time of this
letter’s delivery, contained any electronic data meeting the criteria listed in paragraph 1
above: You are to stop any activity that may result in the loss of such electronic data,
including rotation, destruction, overwriting and/ or erasure of such media in whole or in
part. This request is intended to cover all removable electronic media used for data
storage in connection with their computer systems, including magnetic tapes and
cartridges, magneto-optical disks, floppy diskettes and all other media, whether used
with personal computers, minicomputers or mainframes or other computers, and
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whether containing backup and/or archive data sets and other electronic data, for all of
their computer systems.

4. Replacement of Data Storage Devices: You are not to dispose of any electronic data
storage devices and/or media that may be replaced due to failure and/or upgrade
and/or other reasons that may contain electronic data meeting the criteria listed in
paragraph 1 above.

5. Fixed Drives on Stand-Alone Personal Computers and Network Warkstations: With
regard to electronic data meeting the criteria listed in paragraph 1 above, which existed
on fixed drives attached to stand-alone microcomputers and/ or network workstations at
the time of this letter's delivery: You are not to alter or erase such electronic data, and
not to perform other procedures (such as data compression and disk de-fragmentation
or optimization routines) that may impact such data, unless a true and correct copy has
been made of such active files and of completely restored versions of such deleted
electronic files and file fragments, copies have been made of all directory listings
(including hidden files) for all directories and subdirectories containing such files, and
arrangements have been made to preserve copies during the pendency of this litigation.

6. Programs and Utilities: You are to preserve copies of all application programs and
utilities, which may be used to process electronic data covered by this letter.

7. Log of System Modifications: You are to maintain an activity log to document
modifications made to any electronic data processing system that may affect the
systemn’s capability to process any electronic data meeting the criteria listed in paragraph
1 above, regardless of whether such modifications were made by employees,
contractors, vendors and/or any other third parties.

8. Personal Computers Used by Your Employees andfor Their Secretaries and
Assistants: The following steps should immediately be taken in regard to all personal
computers used by your employees and/or their secretaries and assistants,

a As to fixed drives attached to such computers: (i) a true and correct copy is to be
made of all electronic data on such fixed drives relating to this matter, including
all active files and completely restored versions of all deleted electronic files and
file fragments; (ii) full directory listings (including hidden files) for all directories
and subdirectories (including hidden directories) on such fixed drives should be
written; and (iii) such copies and listings are to be preserved until this matter
reaches its final resolution.

b. All floppy diskettes, magnetic tapes and cartridges, and other media used in
connection with such computers prior to the date of delivery of this letter
containing any electronic data relating to this matter are to be collected and put
into storage for the duration of this lawsuit.

9. Evidence Created Subsequent to This Letter: With regard to electronic data created
subsequent to the date of delivery of this letter, relevant evidence is not be destroyed
and you are to take whatever steps are appropriate to avoid destruction of evidence.
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In order to assure that your obligation to preserve documents and .ﬂu'ngs' will be m?t,
please forward a copy of this letter to all persons and entities with custodial
. responsibility for the items referred to in this letter. :

Kevin S. Samlos, Sr.,me
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on the 24th day of October, 2015, I served the foregoing Emergency
Motion and supporting Affidavit and Exhibits on the following nonCM/ECF Registered
Participants in the manner indicated:

Via Electronic Mail with original service by private process server:
I served the following parties or counsel as more fully reflected below:

Salvatore J. Panto, Jr.
Mayor
City of Easton
One South Third Street,
Easton Pennsylvania 18042
spanto@easton-pa.gov

Stephen Nowroski, Chief Code Administrator
Easton Bureau of Codes and Enforcement
One South Third Street,

Easton Pennsylvania 18042
snowroski@easton-pa.gov

William K. Murphy, Esq.
City Solicitor
127 North 4th Street
Easton, Pa 18042

wmurphy@ptd.net

BY:/s/Kevin S. Santos, Sr., Esq.
Santos Law Group, pc

Kevin S. Santos, Sr., Esq.

Atty. LD. #: 94765

137 N. 5th Street

Allentown, PA 18102

(610) 432-7200

Attorney for Plaintiffs
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on the 24th day of October, 2015, I served the foregoing Emergency
Motion and supporting Affidavit and Exhibits on the following nonCM/ECF Registered
Participants in the manner indicated:

Via Electronic Mail with original service by private process server:
I served the following parties or counsel as more fully reflected below:

Salvatore J. Panto, Jr.
Mayor
City of Easton
One South Third Street,
Easton Pennsylvania 18042
spanto@ecaston-pa.gov

Stephen Nowroski, Chief Code Administrator
Easton Bureau of Codes and Enforcement
One South Third Street,

Easton Pennsylvania 18042
snowroski@easton-pa.gov

William K. Murphy, Esq.
City Solicitor
127 North 4th Street
Easton, Pa 18042

wmurphy@ptd.net

BY:/s/Kevin S. Santos, Str., Esq.
Santos I.aw Group, pc

Kevin S. Santos, Sr., Esq.

Atty. ILD. #: 94765

137 N. 5th Street

Allentown, PA 18102

(610) 432-7200

Attorney for Plaintiffs
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRCIT OF PENNSYLVANIA

ROCK CHURCH OF EASTON,
CHURCH REDEVELOPMENT , :
CORPORATION : EMERGENCY MOTION FOR

Plaintiffs, . TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER
Vs. :

NO.

CITY OF EASTON,
BUREAU OF CODES AND
INSPECTIONS

Defendant.

ORDER
AND NOW, this : day of ,2015 at 1

A/Pm upon consideration of the Motion for Temporary Restraining Order is hereby ORDERED
and DECREED, in order to cause Defendants to halt further predatory and unlawful code
enforcement for the purpose of taking Plaintiffs' property, including criminal citations and fines,
or otherwise impeding their religious rights and free exercise thereof - which will cause
irreparable injury by effectively bankrupting Plaintiffs and confiscating their properties - that
from this date forward the City of Easton and its subdivisions is temporarily restrained from
engaging in any further code enforcement actions against Plaintiffs until a full hearing is
conducted by the Court. Defendants ahd their partners, agents, servants, employees, attorneys,
and all persons acting in concert with them are enjoined from enforcing or attempting to enforce

the local code ordinances prior to a final judicial resolution or dissolution of said injunction.

BY THE COURT:
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on the 24th day of October, 2015, I served the foregoing Emergency
Motion and supporting Affidavit and Exhibits on the following nonCM/ECF Registered
Participants in the manner indicated:

Via Electronic Mail with original service by private process server:
I served the following parties or counsel as more fully reflected below:

Salvatore 1. Panto, Jr.
Mayor
City of Easton
One South Third Street,
Easton Pennsylvania 18042
spanto(@easton-pa.gov

Stephen Nowroski, Chief Code Administrator
Easton Bureau of Codes and Enforcement
One South Third Street,

Easton Pennsylvania 18042
snowroski@easton-pa.gov

William K. Murphy, Esq.
City Solicitor
127 North 4th Street
Easton, Pa 18042
wmurphy@ptd.net

BY:/s/Kevin S. Santos, Sr., Esq.
Santos Law Group, pc

Kevin S. Santos, Sr., Esq.

Atty. 1.D. #: 94765

137 N. 5th Street

Allentown, PA 18102

(610) 432-7200

Attorney for Plaintiffs




